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the Premier and using threats on the
eve of a pgenernl election—Ubut if hou.
members do not do what thev conceive
to be their conscientious duty, free from
personal motives or motives of friend-
ship, the conntry will demand a reckoning
trom them when the time comes. I hape,
though I do not trust, the amendinent
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will be carried-—it would be too much |
to expect the motion to be carried; but |

depend upon it, sconer or later this
Ministry will fall, if not by the verdict
of the House, by the verdict of the
people. It would be better in the inter.
ests of the country and of everybody, not
excepting the Premier, if the day should
come when he can leave office with the
satisfaction of baving got Federation,
and without time to heawp fresh scaudal
and odium on his name.

Mr. MORAN (East Coolgardie): I
move that the debate be adjeurned.

Mr. IvuixgwortH: What, at nine
o'clock!

Question put and passed, and the
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 93 o'clock
until the next day.

Begislative Conncil,
Wednesday, 20th August, 1900,

Papers presented Question: Arbitration and Land
umption -Guestion: Tranwny Conueclion, Knl-
woorlie Question: Perth Ice Company Frouds -
Motion : Cownniesioner of Titles, us o Solicitor
(lapsed) -Leave of Absence - - Addresa-in-reply:
Amendment by Mr Hayues {negatived), Ainesdwent
by Mr. Stoue (uegutived), conclusion of debnte -
Adjourmmbent,

Tee PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

Tranuway, Kalgoortie.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the'CovLoniaL SEcrETARY: . By-
laws, Southern Cross Cemetery; 2, By-
laws, Bulong and Nelson Roads Boards;
3. Regulations under Land Act 1898,

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION—ARBITRATION AND LAND
RESUMPTION. .

Hon, H. BRIGGS (for Hon. M. L.
Moss) usked the Colomial Secretary: i,
The number of arbitrations held under
the Railways Acts and the Land Resump-
tion Act, wherein over £100 has been
claimed since the comiug into operation

. of "the Railways Amendment Act, 1897.

2, In how many cases has a Supreme
Court Judge acted as umpire.

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied : 1, Seven coses under the Railways
Acts and four cases under the Land
Resumption Act; in all cleven cases. 2,
In one case only.

QUESTION—TRAMWAY CONNECTION,
KALGOORLIE.

Hov. R. 8. HAYNES asked the

Colonial Secretary: 1, If a line of rail-

way or tramway has becn constructed so

‘ as to conmect with the Kalgoorlie-Cool-

gardierailway line. 2, What is the length
of the line. 3, By whose authority, and
by virtue of what Act of Parliament, was
the railway or tramway coustructed. 4,
Who was the applicant, and were others
directly or indirectly vonnected with Lim,
then or since. If so, the numes of such
other persons. 3, Were the rails pur-
chased from the Government. If so, who
conducted the negotiations on behalf of
the Government. How were the rails
puid for. What was the amouut of the
purchase mouney. 6, Has the owner of
the tramway or railway received any
money from the Government for freight
or otherwise. 7, Is thereany contract or
agreement between the owner of the rail-
way or tramway and the Government, If
so, what is the date of such contract or
agreement. 8§, For what purpose was the
rathway or tramway constrocted.

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes; u tramway. 2z, About 17
miles. 3, The Minister for Lands,
principle of such permission being
approved by Hie Excellency the Governoer
in Council. 4, C. Jobson. A transfer
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hag been lodged, transferring the per-
mission to the W.A. Goldfields Timber
Supply, Limited, butis not yet registered.
5 (e.), Yes. (b) Through the Hon. the
Commissioner of Railways. (¢.) In cash.
{d.) £13.242. 6, For freight, no; for
supply of water, ves. 7, No, but a letter
dated 26th January, 1900, was sent to
Mr. Johson, giving him permission to
lay & temporary tramway during the
pleasure of the hon. the Minisier of
Tands. 8, For vurriage of firewood. The
hon, member will obtain further informa-
tion on the matter from the Votes and
Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly,
Nos. 2 and 6 of last session.

QUESTION—PERTH ICE COMPANY
FRAUDS.

Hon. C. BSOMMERS asked the Colo-
nial Secretary: 1, If it is a fact that,
prior to the recent public disclosures with
reference to the Perth Tee Company frands,
the Hailway Department, or any of its
officers, were informed that fraudulent
practices were being perpetrated by the
said Company. If so, to whom were the
practices reported, and was any action
then taken in the matter, vr any communi-
cation made thereon to the suid Company.
z, Does the Govermnent intend insti-
tuting criminal proceedings against either
the manager or the directors of the Perth
Ice Company.

Thr COLONIAT SECRETARY re-
plied: 1 (a), Yes; (b.) to the Chief
Traffic Manager; (c.}action was at once
taken. 2, Not on the evidence at present
before the Government,

MOTION — COMMISSIONER OF TIILES
A8 A SOLICITOR.

How. R. 8. HAYNES moved:

That, in the opinion of this House, it is
imperative that the officer temporarily filling
the position of Commissioner of T'itles should
abstain from practising as & solicitor on behalf
of the Government, in violation of Section 12
of the 'I'vansfer of Land Act 1893 (566 Vict.,
No. 14}

It would be remembered that wlen the
late Mr. J. C. H. James died, no suceessor
wasg appointed to the position of Commis-
sioner of Titles permanently, and that
office had since been filled by Mr. Sayer.
The duties of a Commissioner of Titles
were wholly judicial: he had frequently
to decide qguestions between conflicting
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interests, and it happened frequently that
solicitors and barristers appeared before
him and argued cases. As far as possible,
the Commissioner of Titles should be
removed from the trouble and suspicion
of taking either one side or the other;
and a OCommissioner of Titles should
never, directly or indirectly, engage in a
private practice. It was thought neces-
gary, in framing the Transfer of Land
Act 1893, to place the Commissioner of
Titles above any suspivion ; consequently
section 12 provided as follows:

The Commissioner shall not, nor shall uny
Examiner of Titles under this Act, directly or
indirectly practise as a barrister or an attorney
or solicitor or participate in the fees of any
person so practising.

The object of that section was clearly to
remove the Commissioner out of the arena
of contested cases, and allow him to meet
the practitioners of the Court and those
persons who had cases, without any bias
ou his part. It was justas essential that
the Commissioner of Titles, who exercised
very important functions, should abstain
from practice as it was that a Judge of
the Supreme Court or a magistrate of the
Local Court should do so; but at the
present time Mr. Sayer filled the position.

Hown. D. McEay: Permanently ?

Hor. R. 8. HAYNES: Temporarily.
There was another section of the Act
which provided that the same rule should
apply to a person temporarily filling the
office. Ouce a person occupied the posi-
tion he, as a watter of fact, acted as a
solicibor aen behalf of the Government.
Without drawing the long bow it might
be said that the Commissioner of Titles
was both Crown Solicitor and Attorney-
Gleneral, and the chiet adviser of the
Government. Every claim made against
the Government was submitted to him,
as was any prosecution undertaken by a
private person. There were no proceed-
ings in which the Government were
interested-—and by this he meant inter-
ested as against the public or some
member of the public—on which Mr.
Saver's wdvice wus not sought, and no
prosecution was undertaken——and he (Mr.
Haynes) spoke now with absolute know-
ledge of the fact —in which the
His
advice, for example, was sought as to
betting prosecutions, and on most minor
matters, and the present Commissioner of
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Titles discharged the duties of Crown ' make any charge against Mr. Sayer,

Solicitor except, of course, in the matter
of appearing in the Court, which was
done very ably by another officer, Mr.
‘Wood. But the Commissicner of Titles
appeared in Chambers, though that had
been denied—indeed he had appeared in
connection with a case in which he
(Mr. Haynes) was interested before his
honour the Chief Justice.

Tae Cononian SEcrETarY: At the

the fact of filling both positions gave
rise to great uneasiness. Personally, he
(Mr. Haynes) bad no absolute cause for
complaint, but complaint had been made
by other members of the legal profession,
and the proper course was to carry out
the law, and not allow an ineligible per-
son to fill the office. His own opinion

" was that it would be very much better if

request of the bon. member (Mr. Haynes).

How. R. 8. HAYNES : Certainly not

at his (Mr. Haynes's) request, and he was
as much astounded at the Commissioner
appearing on that occasion as any member
of the House could have been. However
he (Mr. Haynes) did not objeet in the
slightest. Another counsel, Mr. James,
was acting for the plaintiff; he (Mr.
Haynes) was for the defendant, and Mr.
Sayer appeared and interfered with the
settlement. That was, however, a minor
matter, and the chief objection was that
Mr. Sayer acted as solicitor and legal
adviser of the Government at the present
time ; and contradiction could be chal-
lenged to the statement that Mr. Sayer
was acting in the capacity of legal adviser
to the Government. The Government of
this colony was mot like the Government
in England. Here the Government had
embarked in private enterprise — for
example, in railway management—which
in England was in the handsof public com-

panies, and io other matters the Govern- -

ment here competed with the public; and
the solicitor who advised the Government
came in almost daily conflict with mem-
bers of the public, and might be attacked
unduly and perhaps improperly in the
conduct of legal proceedings, and might
feel a certain amount of reseutiment.
Against that resentment he might fight.
and it was possible that he might allow
feelings of bias or prejudice to actuate
him as Commissioner of Titles. In no
part of the Australian colonies where the
Transfer of Land Act was in force was a
Commisstoner of Titles allowed to do a
solicitor's work on behalf of the Govern-
ment ; and as it was unwise for such an
officer to so act, this matier had been
referred to over and over again by mem-
bers of the bar. He said at once that
Mr. Sayer was capable of filling either

position, but he was not qualified to Rll

I

the office were abolished altogether, and
the duties performed by the Registrar of
Titles or the Examiner, who might be
paid a certain fee for the cases brought
before him. However, that was a little
matter, and he submitted the motion in
the hope that it would be carried, and
that every member of the profession in
the House would agree with him it was
undesirable that one gentleman should
ill both positions.

(A pause ensued.]

Tee PRESIDENT: The motion had
not been seconded.

The motion, not being seconded, lapsed.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. H. Brices, leave
of absence for one week was granted to
the Hon. 8. J. Haynes, on the ground of
urgent private business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
AMENDMENT BY HON. R. 8§ HAYNES.
AMENDMENT BY HON. F. M. STONE.
FOURTH DAY OF DEBATE—CONCLU-
SION. )

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the motion for adoption of Address-in-
reply, and on the Amendment by Hon.
R. 8. Haynes toadd a paragraph aifirming
that the Government no longer retained
the confidence of a majority of the House.

Hox. F. M. STONE (North): In
speaking on the Address-in-reply, T do
not. propose to follow in the steps of the
Speech in so far as its length is concerned.
I shall endeavour to be as brief as
possible, because to go through the Speech
wouwld be simply to go over what has been
done in the past. But when we come io
what is to be the policy of the Govern-
ment in the tuture, which is I think the
chief question the House has to deal with,
we find it contained in paragraphs 16 and
17, and it is the old policy of Lorrowing

both ; and while he (Mr. Haynes) did not | and spending. To my mind it appears
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that at the present stage we should not
proceed to borrow any wmore money, for
the reason that Parliament at the present
time is a woribund Parliament in many
ways. I agree with the opinion of
certain learned gentlemen that Parliament
really came to an end on the 17th August ;
and with contrary opinion on this point,
we find ocurselves in doubi. One would
have thought the Government, seeing
there is that doubt, would not have
proceeded with any further borrowing
policy ; but from his Excellency’s Speech
we learn that they propose to do so.
This is a moribund Parliament, because
in another place there are certain members
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- would our position be then 7

. introdnced by the Government.

who, under the new Constitution, will no

longer be members, and there will be
others elected on a different franchise
altogether. Under the circumstances
it would be far better for the Gov-
ernment, mstead of bringing forward
a borrowing policy, to leave that policy
to be considered by the country and
by the Parliament which will be elected
under the new franchigse. Take the
two Houses as they will be constituted
in a few days. In this House we shall
have gix additional members, while
ancther place remaing under the old
Constitution. That is a state of things
which should not be allowed to exist.
Parliament should have come to an end
on the 17th August, and the country
ought then to have had the policy of the
Government before it, and, under the
new franchise, have had a chance of
saying whether the borrowing policy
should be continned or whether we should
stop increasing our indebtedness. TFor
the information of members I have ascer-
tained from a high financial authority,
who has calcnlated these matters, that
" when the works now in progress are
finished, the indebtedness of the colony
will be somewhere about £15,000,000.
When members consider that, is it not
a question whether we should panse
before we po further in increasing the
national indebtedness? Should we not
panse when we know that another place
will shortly be elected on a different
tranchise altogether? It is for that
reason I shall propose, before I sit down,
an amendment to the Address-in-reply.
I was almoat sorry I could not support
the amendment proposed by Mr. R. 8.
Haynes, but on thinking the matter over,

|
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I came to the conclugion that if the
House passed such a mo-confidence
proposal, we might be placing ourselves in
u false position. If we pass the amend-
ment, another place might not pass a
similar atnendment, and the Government
need take no notice of us; and what
‘We would,
by a resolution of the House, have
agreed we had no confidemce in the
Government, and, therefore, we could
have no confidence in any measures they
brought forwurd, and it seems to me
we should have to Dlock any measure
I do
not think the House wish to do that.
But it is a different matter in reference
to the borrowing policy. If we pass the
amendment which I intend proposing, it
will be an intimation and a warning to
the Government that we will not
allow the public indebtedness to be in-
ereased until the people of the country
have had a chance, under the new
franchise, of saying whether or uot
there shall be any further borrowing.
We are also now about to enter the
Federation, and it is for the people to say
whether they will, under these alteréd
circumstances, increase the indebtedness
of the colony. My amendinent reads :—

We are, however, of opinion that in view of
the approaching dissolution of the Legislative
Assembly, it would be unwise, at the present
time, to commence new public works, whereby
the indebtedness of the colony is increased,

until a new Legislative Assembly hes been
elected.

Any new works that can be constructed
out of revenue will not be touched by the
amendment, nor will it interfere with any
works in progress or that have been
passed by the House. The amendment
nnly refersto increasing the loans, whereby
the indebtedness of the colony will be
enlarged. I hope hon. members will not

. object to the amendwment, becanse, as I

have pointed out, the time has now arrived
when we shounld stay our hands, stay them
at any rate until the colony under the
new franchise has had a chance of saying
yea or nay on the question of a continu-
g borrowing policy. As I said, I do
not propose to address the House at
length, therefore I now move my amend-
ment. -

Tae Presipenrt: Does the hon. wem-
ber wish to move thie as an amendment
on Mr. Haynes's amendment ?
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How, F. M. STONE: My motion is '

that the words of Mr. Haynes's amend-
ment be struck out, and the words of my
amendment be inserted in heu.

Hoxn.J.M.DREW seconded the amend-
ment.

Hown. J. E. RICHARDSON (North) :
I would like to say a few words on that
part of the Speech which principally
deals with what has been done in the
past. Some reference is made to what
the Government are going to do m the
future; and if the Government intend to
bring in Bills for all the works mentioned
in the Speech, I think we shall be here
until Christinas. Pavagraph 10 mentions
the coal industry. My opinion is that
the price of coal to the small con-
sumer is too large altogether. Small
consumers will pever be able to use the
coal. If I get a little coal at my place, 1
have to pay from 25s. to 30s. a ton for it.
Paragraph 12, amongst other things,
mentions a time- ball apparatus for
Fremantle. 1 think that has been wanted
a long time; it has been a continual

source of annovance that there is no -

uniforn time kept at Fremantle. The
time at the Town Hall and the Railway
Station is always different. Paragraph
16 says that no new works of magnitude
are to be entered upon, but the next
paragraph mentions the extension of the
railway from Cue to Nannine, and the
Coolgardie-Norseman line. T these are
not works of magnitude, I do not kmow
what are. I am inclined to agree with
the hon. member who seconded the
Address-in-reply when he snid that we
should postpone any new railways until
the new Parliament has been clected, that
we should not commit ourselves to any
new railways now. Of course there are
some necessary works, and I do not say
I am going to oppose all the new works
proposed. I shall leave that an open
question until the Bills are brought before
us. Paragraph 19 suys amongst the Bills
to be brought forward is one to repeal
the duty on meat. I do not think there
is much objection to that. I am afraid
the duty on live stock, if taken off, will
not do the consumer much good: it will
barely amount to a farthing a pound.
One thing I may -mention in respect to
the duty, the Northern squatters have to
pay duty on everything they nse. People
make a great cry about the duty on
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meat, but they do not say anything about
the duty which the squatters have to pay.

How. C. A. Presge: They wre all free-
traders now.

Hon. J. E. RICHARDSON : I do not
intend te support the amendment moved
by Mr. R. 8. Haynes. In the first place
I do not think that the Legislative
Council is the place to move an amend-
ment of the kind; and although 1 do
not agree with all the expenditure pro-
posals of the Government, that is not
sufficient to warrant me in supporting

" the amendment, which I hope will be

withdrawn, Another amendment has

, been proposed, and T am inclined to

support thut just now.

Hown. C, SOMMERS (North-East):
In speaking to the Address, it strikes me
that a great deal has beer made out of
the proposals of the Government to go
on with the works which are spoken of
as of great magnitude. We must not
forget that most of these works have
heen authorised by Parliament, and the
Crovernment are quite within their right
in urging that the works should be
carried out even at the present time.
Take the ratlway from Cue to Nanmine,
that 1s a work that has been authorised.

Hox. J. E. Riciarpson: The other
one has not. .

Hown. C. SOMMERS: The Governent
have a right to go on with a work of - the
magnitude of the Coolgardie-Norsemnan
line. Tt is a work that is desired by the

' people on the goldfields; it is for the

good of the cdlony, and the Crovernment
are quite right in mentioning a matter of
this sort. They ave within their rights in
doing so.

How. J. M. DrEw: It has been passed
already.

Howr. C. S30MMERS: Then why not
construet it ?

Hox. J. M. Drew:
been constructed.

Hox. C. SOMMERS ¢ It it “ never too
late to mend.” I am glad to hear the
hon. member say the line should have
been constructed. Paragraph 16 mentions
that a permanent water supply is to be
srovided for the whole of the metropolitan

istricts, including Fremantle and Guild-
ford. Surely that is a work of necessity ?

Hox. H. Bricas: Hear, hear.

Hor. C. SOMMERS: We know that
the water supply has not been good, and

It should have
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the city and suburbs are increasing in
size. Surely that is a work, although of
some magnitude, that will he remunera-
tive, and it is desired by the people in
these districts, The Government are
warranted in bringing a matter of that
sort before Parlinment with the desire to
have it pushed through. As to the
proposal to bring in a Bill aunthorising
the construction of the Coolgardie-
Norseman ' line, I may say that an
election will take place n the South
Province directly, and all the six candi-
dates who are offering themselves for
election are pledged to support that
line, so that within a few days we shall
bave three candidates pledged to see that
the Coolgardie-Norseman line is con-
structed at its earliest opportunity,
returned to this House. The district is
languishing for this line, amd there are
very important goldfields in the district.
The line was passed in another place by a
large majority, sometbing like two to
one, and 1t was only lost in this House by
one vote. T should think that pressure
would be brought on Parliament to sece
that this live is constructed at an enrly
date, bearing in mind that the Parliament
of the countrv promised that the next
session this line would be submitted.
The Government are only acting up to
their promise in bringing the line forward.
It is a line that is badly needed; 1t will
prove vemunerative; it will not only
supply the older portions of the goldfields
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—Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie —with a -
good supply of timber which will almost -

make the line remunerative. but it will
develop all the fields in that part of the
district which are languishing. As to the
line to T.eonora mentioned in paragraph
18, it is said that the line has heen
surveved, and the survey is heing ex-
tended to Laverton. I know that district,
and I know the railway is required. Tt
will be a cheap line, the country is
absolutely Hat and devoid of timber,
therefore the line will be constructed at a
small cost,
charged is very great, and the whole of
the gold mining industry there is suffer-
ing for the want of this line.
he no objection to the Government bring-
ing forward this line ag it is wanted ; itean
be cheaply constructed, and it ought to be
constructed without delay. The Speech
also mentions that the duplication of the

The rate for haulage now

There can
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Boulder railway is in progress. Everyone
lnows that this is the best paying line in
the ¢olony ; it is only a short line, but if
all the lines in the colony paid anything
like the interest that this hne does, the
railway revenue of the colony would be
one which we should be proud of. Then
again there is the duplication of the line
hetween Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie; this

! has been advocuted by the Press of the

goldfields, and the members for the gold-
fields for two or three years. The
Government cannot keep pace with the
traffic, the duplication is badly needed,
and I say that Parlament will only be
doing what is just to the people of these
centres in going on with the duplication
of that line. There are other matters
mentioned in paragraph 19, ineluding the
drainage of rural lands. I know that is
a compuratively remunerative work ; it is
not & work of great inagnitude, and it
has been promised for years. With a
small outlay this will bring in a consider-
able revenue. therefore no objection can
be raised to that work. The repeal of
the duty on meat has my entire sympathy.

Hown. J. E. Ricrarpson: That will
not benefit the consumer much.

Howx. C. SOMMERS : We shall get
little benefit. There is one matter T
should have been glad to see men-
tioned in the Speech: I would have
heen glad to see the Government bring
something forwurd tending to do away
with the scandals in regard to the
audits of municipalities. Recently in
the T.cederville Municipal Couneil, dis-
closures were made which were nnt
creditable, and T should like to wrge
the Government to bring forward legis-
lation which will prevent a recurrence
of such scandals. The Government con-
tribute largely to the municipalities, and
there is absolutely no check, or any
attempt to check, the expenditure of
municipalities. We do not even know
that the amount claimed from the Govern-
ment for subsidy is correct. No one
takes the trouble to see that it is
correct. As Mayor of the Munici-
pality of Coolgardie, 1 have signed that
a certain amount is due to the council,
and without any checking on the part
of the Uovernment the money is sent
to us. Nor is there any check as to how
the money is expended. The practice
in the other colonies has been that an
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anditor is appointed to audit the muni.
cipal books, and the taxpayers elect
another person : there is therefore a check
on both sides. [ hope the Guvernment
will see fit tv bring about such o state
of affairs here. We want u competent
board of examiners, so that men able and
competent to andit books of account are
appeinted to see that the accounts are
properly kept.  Ancther crying scandal
which the Goverument might well endea-
vour to abate is the growiny evil which
is no longer permitted in New South
Wales, Victoria, or Queensland: I am
referring to “sweeps.” I know mone
has heen expended on the goldfields by
children and wowen and by men who
cannot afford it; and I have actually
heard bells rung in the streets and seen
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men bring tables out into the light of °

day, intimating that sweeps on such a
race weve open 2nd that tickets could be
had on application. All the time the
Government and the police stand idly by,
and see this sort of scandal! T hese
sweeps will be the ruin of the morals and
the pockets of the people.

Ter CoroniaL SecrETarRY: I hope

the hen. member will be able to convince

the House on that point.

Hox. J. W. Haceerr: Repeal the
Totalisator Act.
Hon. R. 8. Hawnes: Hear, hear;

repeal the Totalisator Act.

Hor. C. SOMMERS: I do not care -

what is done, but this sort of proceeding

ought not to be allowed to go on year .

after year. Tt is not necessary to go
past Perth to the geldfields to see this
growing scandal, and I am sorry to see
that no notice of the subject is taken in
the Address-in.reply. This also would
have been an opportune time for the
Government to appoint a non-political

board to manage our railways, which are

our greatest source of revenue, and yet
are still under political control. We
heard of the recent frauds in connection
with the Perth Ice Cowpany, and there
would seem to be no proper supervision
on the railways, or such a swindle wonld
be impossible.

Hor. R. 8. Haynes:
paid £100.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: The company
paid £2,000, but how do we krow that
the sum is not £6,000 ¥ No interest was
paid on the money, and no attempt was

The company
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made to prosecute the guilty persons; but
the matter was hushed up, creating a
perfect: scandal; and I intend to move
later on, it something is not done, that a
speciil hoard Dbe appointed to inguire
into this and other ciremnstances which
appear to me to be particularly * fishy.”
We on the goldfields have been promised
Circuit Courts time after time, and yet
no mention of these is made in his Excel-
lency’s Speech, At the first meeting of
the House last session, I believe Mr.
Matheson asked what action the Govern-
ment intended to take in regard to Cireuit
Courts; and a promise was then given
that the Government would brmg in
the necessary legislation. However, that
promise has not . been kept.

How. R. 8. Havwes: Yet you still
have confidence in the Goverument !

Hox, C.*SOMMERS: I am pointing
things out, and possibly I will not have
confidence in the Government if these
necessary matters are neglected. We
will say there has been an oversight on
the part of the Government, though I
trust the Government will see their way
to introduce legislation providing for
Circuit Courts on the goldfields. I cannot
support either of the amendments, because
I think it would be inopportune to attempt
to carry either proposal. It would not
do any good; and knowing that the
public works are of much nrgency, and
that some of them have been authorised
by Parliament, and would no doubt be
carried out by the Parliament to be
elected on the wider franchise, we nay
safely leave well alone.

Hon. H. J. SAUNDERS (Metro-
politan) : I will not detain the House
long in dealing with the Address-in-reply,
but I would like to refer first to paragraph
7. in regard to the gold production of the
colony and the veturns of the Royal Mint in
Perth. The mover of the Address-in-reply
(Myr. Moss) and Mr. R. 8. Havnes both
zeened to be a little wrong in their facts
and figures, and it is rather a pity that
two gentlemen learned in law like these
should be led astray by what they hear in
the streets, for the Mint is of great value
to the colony. I have no doubt those
learned gentlemen will not agree with e,
but I hope to convince them before I sit
down that their views are incorrect. It
is regretable that misstatements like that
should go forth in the Press in regard to
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the Mint, because the Mint is_of very | the charges for mmtmg at the three

great value to the colony ; and in this
statement T hope the majority of the
members of the House will agree with me.
In this connection T will give a few facts
and figures which I have worked out very
carefully, Mr. Haynes stated thai 20
million pounds’ worth of gold had been
exported from the colony and only
£1,700,000 worth ecoined in- our own
Mint; but Mr. Haynes forgot to state
that that 20 million pounds’ worth of
gold was the gross total produce of the
«colony in fifteen years, and that the Mint,
if T remember aright, has only been open
for about a year.

Hoxn. R. 8. Haywes:
gold return until 1885,

Hox. H. J. SAUNDERS: I am speak-
ing of the gold return during fifteen years,
and small ¢uantities were produced
before 1895.
the Mint from July to December in 1899
the proportion of bullion received at the
Mint was 25 per eent., and from January
to July, 1900, the proportion was 36 per
cent,, and hon. members must also bear
in mind that most of the large Kalgoorlie

direct instead of to the local Mint.

Hown. B. 8. Hayngs: Why?

Hox. H. J. SAUNDERS: Because it
pays them better, probably, to do so, and
it suits their convenience.

Hon. M. L. Moss: And we are running
the Mint at a loss all the time.

Hon. R. 8. Havnes: It was the mover
of the Address who made those remarks,
not I.

How.
other districts in the colony send cither
the whole or a very large proportion of
their output to the Mint, and that the
value of the Mint i1s being realised is shown
by the following figures : In April, 1900,
36,000 ounces were received at the Mint ;
in May, 38,000 ; in June, 51,000 ; in July,
49,000 ounces; in August, to the 241h,
58,000 ounces. Mr. K. 8. Haynes also
stated that the price for minting in Perth
is very much in excess of what it is in
Melbourne.

Hon. R. 8. HayrEs: I was so informed.

Hon. H. J. SAUNDERS: Then I wili
point out to the hon. member where he is
in error, and I am only doing this for the
good of the colony. It may surprisehon.
members to hear that the following are

H. J. SAUNDERS: All thc @ detween Fremantle and Melbourne come

There was no |

Since the opening of .

. different Mints of Australia, in Sydney,
Melbourne, and Perth: For under 500
ounces the charge is, 6d. Sydney, 2d.
Melbourne, and 23d. in Perth: for 500
to 1,000 ounces, 4d. Sydney, 2d. Mel-
hourne, and 2d. in Perth; for 1,000 to
1,500 ounces, 4d. Sydney, 1-5d. Mel-
bourne, and 1-8d. Perth, or rather more
in Perth than in Melbourne. I will
not detain the House longer than to point
out that for 2,500 ounces to 20,000
cunces the charges are: in Syduney, 24,
in Melbourne, 1-5d ; and in Perth 1-524.;
showing very little difference Letween
Melbourneand Perth. The hon. member
seems to have gone astray when he said
that it is owing to the charges that gold
is not sent to the Perth Mint. He forgot
to reckon escort and railway charges from
the mines, or is confounding these with
the Mint charges.

Hox. R. 8. Havnes: Escort and rail-
way charges would also apply to the
Melbowrne Mint.

Hor. H. J. SAUNDERS: But there
has to be added the charges from Perth

; or Fremantle to Melbhourne.
mines prefer to send their bullion home

Hown. R. 8. Havxes: But the charges

- for bringing the gold down from the fields

would be the same to Melbourne as to

Perth.
How. H. J. SAUNDERS: That is

where the hion. member is premature. I

© am not quite so logquacious as the hon.

member, and do not speak so often: if I
did, I would probably speak a great dea
better. The hon. member will find that
the churges for minting and insurance

. to about 23d. per ouncve ; so that it costs

as much to convey the gold from Perth to
Melbourne as would pay the whole of the
charges in the Mint here.
How. R. 8. HaywEs:
are got in Melbowne.
How, H.J.SAUNDERS : Most people
who send gold to Melbourne do g0 owing
to the refractory nature of the bullion and
to the cyaniding, such bullion costing, I
understand, a good deal to treat here.
T think I have shown the Hoase that it ia
an advantage to the gold mines of this
colony to send gold to the local Mint. It
may be interesting to know that in the
year 1899 the coin issued by the Mint
was £690,992; and in 1900, up to the
9th August, the amount was £1,091,872,

Better returns
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In regard to the Mint charges I would ! metropolis and the outlving districts, and

like to put a few facts before hon. mem-
bers. Here is a return—the last I re-
ceived from the Mint—it is dated 21st
August, and is a return for the treatment
of 151 ounces of gold. The net value
given by the Mint is £549 0s. 3d.: the
net cost to the company, that is the actual
Mint charges, was £1 11s. Do you think
any company, or any person in the world
would object Lo pay the Mint £1 11s. for
turning this bullion inte sovereigns? The
bank charges came to £7 11s, 3d. Here
is another return for 384 ounces of gold
gent to the Mint. A net return of £1,307
8s. 11d. was received, the Mint charges
being £5 15s. 2d. T would like to state
that there was some mineral in the bullion
which had to be got rid of, which caused
an extra charge of £2 5s. 6&. The bank
charges in this case came to £14 8s.

Hown. R. G. BurcEes: Is the hon mem-
ber master of the Mint? He seems to
know all about it.

How. C. A. Presse: He is a customer.

Hox. H. J. SAUNDERS: I am one
of the customers, or else I should not
have these returns. I have one other
return here for 1,201 ounces. 1 hope I
am not wearying the House, but this
is & verv important matter, and T want
the information to go forth to the world,
ag it will not do the country any harm.
The net return was £4,330 1s.; the total
cost for turning the gold into sovereigns
was £9 8s. 8d., and the bank charges
amounted to £45 0s. 9d. Members of
this House will agree that the statements
made by my friends are not altogether in
accordance with the state of affairs and the
facts, and I thought it was my duty as a
member of the House to point these
matters out in the way I have endeavoured
to do. Before I sit down there are one
or two other matters which T should just
like to refer to. Paragraph 16 of the
Speech refers to a water supply for the
metropolitan district. Tt has ocourred to
me, from what I bave heard outside, that
50 far no definite plang or site have been
fixed npon; and it seems to me if either of
the amendments is passed, the Govern-
ment will be prevented from going on
with the surveys and plans that are
necessary; therefore some such scheme
is absolutely essential, becaunse we
know locally that a new water supply
is necessary for Fremantle and the

we should not block this work. In
connection with my late partner, Mr.
Burrett, I wentinto this question, and we
urged u new scheme for Perth; but we
were laughed at at that time. I think
we should not block the Government in
going on with the necessary surveys for
so important a work. I do not quite see
my way to support Mr. Stone in his
amendment, I am very much inclined

i to vote against both amendments, be-

cause I'do not think at the present
time that it is necessary to block
everything, all future works for the
colony. T very much doubt whether any

.amendment pasged in this House will

have any effect on the Government
whatever, because I think this House—I
will not say has no right to do it—but. I
think it is absolutely without precedent
that an amendment of this sort should be
brought forward on the Address-in-reply
in the Legislative Couneil. Ihave nothing
more T wish to bring forward.

How. C. A. PIESSE (South-Easat):
Speaking to the Address-in-reply, I may
say at the outset that I intend to leave
myself a free hand. There seems to me
to be no need for anv member of the
House to commit himself to either of the
amendments now before ns, or to commit
bimself in any way at the present
i'uncture. We shall have an opportunity
ater on of dealing with every item on its
merits when they come before us in a
proper manner.

Hox. B. G. Burees: You ounght to
disapprove of them now,

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: Then I should
commit myself, and 1 do not intend to do
that. We have found in the past that in
every instance in which a railway has
been constructed to the goldfields it has
turned out payable, to be a good expendi-
ture, and to have recouped the colony
fourfold. It was only stated vesterduy
that the profits from our railways have -
amounted to a very small sum. I
understand that the railway revenue has
paid the interest for the whole debt of
the colony due on the loans, In the face
of these facts, it would be folly on the part
of the House to oppose these works in any
way, or to indorse an amendment of the
kind before us. I cannot see for the life of
me that because Parliament is going out
shortly—-I mean the Legislative Assembly
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—that public works should stop still. !
It has been ndmitted elsewhere that the !
works will he carried on by whatever

Government is in power, therefore I can-
not settle in my mind how we can relieve

ourselves of the responsibility by post- '

poning these works now. The works will
have to he constructed whether they are
carried out now or in six months time.
Some members are going round telling us
that it only means a delay of six months.
If the works are necessary, and the people
want them, why should we not give the
benefit of the six months. Whatever
Government be in power, time must be
taken to work these things up. Now
we have a chance of giving the people
this railway, and if it can be shown that
the work is necessary, I think it skould
be carried out. Last session the Norse-
man railway was lost by one vote. There
are members here who voted for that
railway, and I do not know how they can
take up any other position than that of
supporting the action which they took in
the past. I am not going to pick out the
items one by one and deal with them,
because when I started my speech I said
that T intended to keep a free hand,
therefore I shall not be able to support
either of the amendments now before the
House. I was very pleased to heur what
Mr. Sommers said as to the Norseman
railway, because a feeling bas got abroad
that the goldfields are indifferent in the
matter, but Mr. Sommers has told the
House that six gentlemen have been nomi-
nated for the three new goldfields seats
and each of these gentlemen is pledged to
support the construction of the Norseman
railway. There can be no doubt as to the
feeling of the people on the fields on this
matter in the face of that statement. We
have no right to carry either of the amend-
ments now before the House, which will
practically throttle the wishes of the
people on the goldfields. Again, it may
be necessary to postpone this matter so as
to allow the three new members to come
here and let us hear what they huve to
80y,

Hon. F. M. Stong: Just what I want
to do.

Hon. C. A, PIESSE: I say, postpone
the debate on the railway, not the debate
on the Address-in-reply: then we could
let these gentlemen be elected, and we
should hear what they have to say.
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Hox. R. G. BurcEs: Let the six be
elected to the other House, too.

How. (). A. PIESSE: We caunot get
the other gix in. T believe the elections
are taking place in the South und in the
Metropolitan-Suburban Province to-day.

Hox. A. P. Maraesoxn: Only in the
Metropolitan-Suburban Province.

How. C. A, PIESSE: It might be good
for the House to postpone the discussion

i on this rallway until these members have

been elected; they will come fresh from
provinces which comprise half the popu-
lation of the colony.

Hown. J. M. DrEw: What about the
people’s Chamber ?

Hown. C. A, PIESSE: Then why not
adjown the railway debatefor a fortnight?
It is essential for hon. members to know
that these members must be here in a
given time.

Hox. R. G. Burgrs: What about the
other place?

Howr. C. A. PIESSE : Never mind the
other place : we have certain work to do
in this House, to approve or disapprove
of the acts the other House has per-
formed. That is our work, and if we
confine ourselves to that work we shall
do much better than try to oust the
Govermment, over whom we have no
power. We can only annoy them, we
cannot get them out of power, therefore
it is a waste of time to discuss the
amendments which are before us. Both
the amendments aresimilar, only they have
a different gloss on them. Mr. Stone’s
amendment 15 just as dangerous as that
moved by Mr. R. 8. Haynes: it will tie
the hands of the members who support
it. We have heard a great deal in con-
nection with the past action of Parlia-
ments. One hon. member who has just
come here said it was a disgrace to
Parlisment to have to countenance the
expenditure which has taken place in the
past. That is practically what his speech
amounted to. I want to know if any
great work of maguitude has been carried
out by the Government of the colony
that could be done without to-day.

Hox. R. S. Haynes: The Observatory.

How. C. A. PIESSE: That is not a
work of magnitude.

Hon. R. G. Burees: The Mint,

Hon. {. A. PIESSE : These are not
works of maguitude.
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Hon. R. S. Hayngs: The Wagin rail-
way station.

How. C. A. PIESSE: [ do not call
these works of magnitude.

Hon. R. 8. Havwges: There are the
public buildings throughout the colony.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: The hon. mein-
ber is one of those who take a pride in
these public buildings, and when he gets
a 'tothersider here heis proud of showing
him the public buildings and the railway
stations. I have seen this done repeatedly,
yet the hon. gentleman is one of those
who inside of the House twits the Gov-
ernment with wasteful expenditure.

How. A. B. Krpsow: I have not seen
one member do that yet.

Howv. R. 8. Havwes: Not in that
way.

Hor. C. A. P1ESSE: T have. I shail
be glad indeed if 2 member could men-
tion one work of magnitude which could
be done without to-day. One member
stated yesterday that the work done in
the past was disgraceful.

Hov. R. G. Burces:
colleague, is he not ?

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: Yes; he is my
colleague. The returns from the rail-
ways alone have paid nearly all the interest
on all our loans. I would like now to
refer to the remarks of Mr. Sommers in
reference to sweeps. I was told only last
night by a gentleman who does not reside

He is your

in Perth that he was thunderstruck to |

notice here children and even little girls
going inte places in the city and pur-
chasing tickets for these sweeps. It is
time this was seen into. It is all very fine
for members to laugh, but these sweeps
are a disgrace to the country, and some-
thing should be done to put an end to
them.

How. J. W. Hacrgerr: Introduce a
Bill abolishing the totalisator.

How. R. 8. Havwes: Abolish the
Totalisator Act.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: If the hon.
member (Mr. R. 8. Haynes) would
introduce useful lepislation instead of
bringing forward fairy tales about the
pwehase of land by members of the
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Ministry, he would do a great deal more
good. If he would not cast slurs on a

section of the community without giving

the public an opportunity of kmowing
whom he means, he. would better main-
tain the dignity of this House, which is .

Fourlh day.

only damaged by such statements. If
the hon. member can substantiate his
allegations, why does he not give names,
instead of leaving the public to surmise
all inds of things? I could almost fancy
we were in another place. It seems to
me that the speech of my ecolleague—I
must call him my colleague, whether I
like it or not—wounld be more fitting for
another place than the Legislative Coun-
cil; and the frantic efforts he made to
blacken the principal figure in this
colony were amusing in “the extreme,
though all his efforts only succeeded in
blacking the boots of the gentleman he
referred to.

How. R. 8. Haynis: I think this sort
of speech more in keeping with what goes
on in another place.

How. R. G. Burcrs:
in order ?

How.C. A PIESBE: I am in order,
because if a member makes remarks not
in keeping with the dignity of the House,
it is time for hon. members to' take
exception. I am not one of those who
like to stand still, because it is the only
time to stand still when there is no
reason to go on; and at the present time
there is plenty of reason to go on with
public works, especially in connection
with the railways. I should have liked
to see in His Kxcellency's Speech some
‘mention made of measures dealing with
the lands of the Midland Railway Cowm-
pany. I should have liked to see some
suggestion made as te how to force these
lands under cultivation, because it is
really regretable to see them remain os
they are year after year. So far as
I can see, the company are as far from
gelling any land as they were six or
seven years ago, and legislation ecould
very well be brought to bear in this
respect to the benefit of the colony.
Regret is expressed in the Speech that
the Midland Eompanv have not improved
their land, though no statement is made
as to what is proposed to remedy this
state of affairs. T should have liked to
see some relmrks in His Excellency's
Speech on the establishment of a Uni-
versity. Mr. Hackett on ome occasion
some vears ago brought this matter up,
and 1t is due time some steps were
taken.

How. C. Sommzrs: Have a School of
Mines instead.

Is Mr. Piesse
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Hown. J. W. Hackerr:
work in together.,

How. C. A. PIESSE: It is high time
this matter was seen to, because our
young people who are growing up and
desive o University training have to e
sent out of the colony. 1 now come to
another matter of a parochial nature,
yet not parochial, namely the question of
compensating Albany for the removal of
the mail steamers. Albany is in the
province I have the honour to represent,
and for a long time there has been a
feeling of dissatisfaction, at any rate, at
the manner in which the district has been
treated by the Gtovernment. I aw not
going to say it was unwise to remove the
steamers to Fremautle, or to argue the
matter ut all, but I do say that certain
people have gone to great expense in
Albany in catering for those who arrived
by the mail steamers.

Hown. M. L. Moss: At Albany?

How. C. A. PIESSE: What else built
up Albany ? I am not suggesting that
the mail steamers should be taken away
from Fremantle, although the people in
Albany reckon a north-west gale will do
that shortly,. We can hope that will not
happen; but at any rate some compensa-
tion should be given to Albany for th
loss of the mail steawmers. ‘

Hox. R. G. Burera: More sops.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: No; not sops.
But I would suggest that Albany be
placed in connection with the adjoining
province by railway by way of Williams
and Cranbrook, which would mean that
people travelling from Albany to the
metropolis would do the journsy in a
little over twelve hours. That would not
only be a big advantage to Albany, but
at the same time serve the district of the
Williams, passing by the present old
road and touching old centres. A line to
the Williams will have to be constructed
in the near future, and the surveys shounld
be altered so as to take the line, as I have
said, by way of the Williamns and Cran-
brook.

Hon. R. G. BureEs:
money to come from ?

How. C. A. PIESSE: I do not think
the hou, member quite realises how the
people of Albany are suffering by the
removal of the mail stenmers.

How. J. W.Hacgerr: To whatextent?
We have never heard that.

Both would

Where is the
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Hor. C. A. PIESSE: It is difficult to
say to what extent, but the whole of the
people are talking of leaving, and about
the difficuity of selling their property,
I know that the removal of the mail
steamers affects people even along the
Great Southern Railway, but I do not
wish to speak any further on the matter.
I mean to leave myself a free hand in
regard to public works. 1 realise as well
as any hon. member that it is just possible
we are gaing a little fast, but if there has
been need to go fast, why stop? Ifit
can be showu to me, for example, that a
railway to Leonora is necessary, as I have
reason to believe it is, I will support it.

How, H. J. Sauxpers: That line is
passed already.

How. C. A. PIESSE : Butit is proposed
to stop all further horrowing; and there
are raillway extensions to Norseman and
Nannine, which have been authorised by
Parliament. As I say, I mean to reserve
myself a free hand to vote for these works
when they come before us, and hon. mein-
bers will be wise to adopt the same course.

How. J. M. DREW (Centralj: If I
cannot congratulate the country on the
quality of His Excellency the Adminis-
trator's Speech, I can certainly congratu-
late it on the quantity, although I think
the Speech might easily have been con-
densed to at least one-third of its size.
The Speech reads more like the statement
of an insolvent debtor in the Bankruptey
Court than a foreshadowing of the policy
of the Grovernment of the day. Perhaps
it may be wmy unature, but I cannot
enthuse over the fact that a new water
tank has been erected at Norseman, a
police station built at Greenbushes, and
a caretaker’s quarters provided at Point
Walter. The Minigtry have taken credit
for so much that the only thing which
surprises me is, that they have not taken
credit for more. There is one thing they
have not taken credit for: they have
not taken credit for the capture of Cronje.
The Government tell us they do not pro-
pose to mmiroduce on the present occasion
any works of large magnitude. Still we
find in His Excellency’s Speech such
items as a permanent water supply for
the whole of the wetropolitan distriets,
including Fremantle and Guildford ; and
the Govermment hope to consult hon.
members in regard to matters connected
with the construction of railways in the
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near future, and alzo as to the improve-
ment of defence.

How. R. &. Bureces:
these alone.

Hox. J. M. DREW: These items
will involve an expenditure of many
thousands of pounds. It is not right
the Government should submit such a
programme of public works ut the
present time, on the eve of a general
election, when the people are entitled
to have a voice in the expenditure.
I shall refer to this matter at greater
length later on. Toanyone versed in the
pohtical history of the country, apparently
one gross omission has been made in His
Excellency's Speech: the (fovernment do
not tell us what they propose to do in
regard to the question of payment of
members. The Ministry are bhound by a
definite pledge in connection with this
question. The desirability of payment of
members has been affirmed no less than
three times in another place, and on the
last occasion the Government made a
distinct promise that the question would
be subitted to the people of the colony
at the next general election. TIs that
pledge to be kept? It strikes me it is
not.
provision is made to place that question
before the people of the colony at the
next election. One hon. member re-
marked that it is not wanted. How will
the referendum be taken ?

How. J. W. Hackrrr: Does the lon.
member refer to me? What I suid was,
we do not want a referendum. Let the
Government bring in a Bill, and pass it.

£500,000 for

hon. wmeber there. If there is to be o
referendum, an Enabling Bill will be
uecessary, and it will hive to be iutro-
duced during the present session. That
is & question upon which the Speech sup-
plies no information, but it is & guestion
on which the country will. demand an
early and emphatic reply. The people
of the colony will not be gulled on the
question. They clearly recognise thut
without payment of members there can be
no perfect representation in the Puarlia-
ment of this country. The present system

the hest talent fromn the Legislatare. In

[COUNCIL.)

Fourth day.

possible.  Some persons contend that
pavment of members will lead to the
introduction of professional politicians in
the Parliament of Western Australia.
That may be so, but we must remember
that the choice rests with the constitu-
encies, and if a constituency prefers a
professional politician, no one has a right
to quarrel with the decision. I hope we
shall hear some explanation from the
leader of the House as to what is in-

. tended by the Government on this ques-

In the Administrator's Speech no

tion.

THE CoLowiaLl SgoreTary : It will be
submitted at the next general election, but
not by referendum. That is a luxury we
are not prepared to give.

Hox. J. M. DREW : Tt was promised
that the question would be submitted by
referendum, znd if so an Enabling Bill
must come before the present Pairliament.
If it has been decided that the matter
shall be submitted at the next election I
shall nvt complain. There is one thing
which the Govermment have not taken
credit for in the Speech, and for which
they deserve every credit. I refer to the
initiation of the public battery system
throughout the goldfields. The policy of
the Governinent in regard to public bat-
teries has done a vast amount of good,
certaiuly in the Murchison district.

Tt CoLoNial SEcBRETARY: There is
o difference of opinion on that point.

Hox. J. M. DREW : None, as far as I
am concerned. The public battery system
has encouraged and assisted the pros-
pectors, and enabled them to wmake as

" large a return as possible frow their
How. J. M. DREW : T agree with the |

labour. I hope the good work in this
connection will Dbe pursued by the
Government, and that they will erect
cyanide plunts in connection with the
public batteries. The Midland Company
are refered to in His Excellency’s Speech.
It is stated that the action of the Midland
Company iz leaving their lands unim-
proved and unused except for pastoral
purposes has greatly returded agricultural
production. This is a fuct. There is no
doubt thut the concessions to this company
are instrumental in marring the prospects

. of my district to an inconceivable degree.
of nonremuneration shuts out some of

four-fifths of the electorates men were

returned pledged to support the introdue-
tion of payment of members as early as

There is o large area of land that might
be profitably employed. We have it on
the wuthority of Mr. Throssell, for whom
T lwve the greatest respect, beeause he is
a man who has done a vast amount of
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good, even in my district, during the last
few months in helping on setilement, that
there are two'hundred thousand acres of
land on the Trwin withheld from those
desirous of settling upon it. This is an
intolerable state of affairs, especially in
view of the fact that there was a distinet
understanding with the Midland Company
that the land should be settled. The
Government were given plainly to under-
stand that the company would put the
land to use. It was never intended that
it should lie idle, or else the company
would have had to pay a tax to the State.
This is not the ouly ground for complaint
which the Geraldton district has against
the Midland Company. There exist very
large coal measures which are lying
undeveloped in the vicinity of the Lrwin
district. At one time these coal measures
were held by a Geraldlon company, and
an amount of £435 was paid for the first
year’s rent. The eoal from these deposits
was used for steaming the “Rob Roy”
from Geraldton, and in running loco-
motives between Fremantle and Perth.
I have read the report of the engineers
who used the coal, and they give it as
their opinion that it is very good coul
for steaming purposes. The history of
the passing of these coal seams from
the Geraldton company to the Midland
Railway Company is very brief. The
Governuent forfeited the leases on the
ground that the rent was not paid, and
transferred them to the Midland Com-
pany. The Government felt bound to
do that on account of the lease having
been drafted wrongly by the Government.
The fact remains that the coal measures
remain to-day undeveloped, whereas they
could assist largely in the prosperity of
the colony. T should like to see soine
provision made for deep boring in con-
nection with the Northampton mines.
Last session I elicited from the Colonial
Secretary that between the years 1873
and 1888 no less than £230,000 worth of
lend ore was exported from this colony.
All that lead ore was produced iu the
Northampton district. It was produced
by poor men with primitive machinery,
and without the aid of a penny of British
capital. The mines were abandoned, not
because the ore had run out, but because
the price of lead went down one-half.
The Government have now offered bonuses
for the production of lead ore, which I am
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glad to see. But I think the Government
should carry out some deep boring because
we wunt to know whether lead exists at a
depth, and if it is an established fact
that lead ore exists at a depth of a
thousand feet, capital will be forth-
coming sand a great industry will be
revived. The water supply for the metro-
politan districts and Guildford is men-
tioned in the Speech. The manner in
which Perth and Fremantle have been -
pampered by the Government js a matter
of constant talk in country dQistricts.
Geraldton bas been clamouring for a
water supply for years, but the Govern-
ment have turned a deaf ear to its
entreaty, yet the town is in real need of
w water supply. Much of the landed
property cannot be utilised for building
purposes owing to the absence of such &
supply, and 1t is costing this country
thousands of pounds to supply the loco-
motives used on the Murchison railway
line with water owing to the absence of a
water sapply at Geraldton. Guildford
is mentioned in the Speech to receive
a water supply. I do not know that
Guildford has any greater claim on the
Treasury chest than Geraldton, and the
people are not in as great need as Gerald-
ton for a water supply, but it seems that
the policy of the Government is to help
the metropolis at the expense of the
couniry. The feeling in the country
districts is that that 18 so, which is the
eause of a great deal of the hostility that
is shown in the country districts to the
Forrest Government. The Cue-Nannine
railway was introduced four years ago,
and the anthority obtained in 1896, Why
the line was not undertaken I do not know.
There have been greater reasons since that
time for the construction of the line fhan
there were before 1896, and the output
of gold has been increasing. Yet no
attempt has been made to construct the
line. It has been persistently reported
in the Geraldton district, especially at
clection timnes, that the reason the line
was not constructed was that an Oppo-
sitionist was returned to Parliament in
1897. I do not believe the statement, for
I cannot conceive that any Government
would stoop to such a level of political
degradation.

How. J. W, Hackzrr: You know that
gentleman disapproved of the line.
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Hox.J. M. DREW: Is it not a fact
that the rails for this line were imported
in 1897 ? There seems to be no justifica-
tion for the delay in the eonstruction of
the railway, and it is very mysterious
that the line was not undertaken. No
Government. shanld be permitted to play
with the decrees of Parliament for four
vears. Mr. Sommers has referred to the
municipal affairs at Kalgoorlie, and he
" has stated that he wished State auditors
appointed. I can give him some valuable
information on that point. The adminis-
tration of the Roads Aet in the colony is
a matter of grave scandal. The appoint-
ment of inspectors hnz become necessary
as to the manner in which the large sum
—£60,000 or £70,000—is spent, and
some investigation should be held as to
the mauner in which this money is
expended. In many cases the money
granted to roads boards in the colony is
ignorantly spent. and in some cases 1t is
illegally spent. Tt is not often that I
dive into the recesses of the Government
Gazette, but recently I turned up the
balance-sheet of the North-East Cool-
gardie Roads Board for the year 1897
It appears in the Government Gazefte of
April, 1898. During that year the North-
East, Coolgardie Roads Board received
from the Goverbment £400. How was
that spent? Of the amount £140 was
expended in salaries, and £22 7s. 6d. in
travelling expenses; the members putting
money into their own pockets, which was
an illegal expenditure—they had no right
to take the money; £84 11s. was expended
in valuation fees, and £6 1s. in sundry
accounts; £275 17s. 7d. of the £400 was
spent, and not a solitary bit of road work
done. What rates were secured as a set-
off against the £84,11s. valuation expenses
ig not shown.  So interested was I in that
discovery that T turned to the balance-
sheet, for the succeeding year, and I found
that the total amount of the grants received
was £1,274 16s.
Hon. J. W. Hacgerr: For what place?
Howx. J. M. DREW : North-East Cool-
gardie. Of this amount only £749 18s.
9d. was expended on roads, while £242
14s. 4d. was expended on salnries, and
£100 11s. 6d. in travelling expenses.
Members put the money into their own
pockets, which was au illegul expenditure,
and in direct contravention of the Koads
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to refund the money. A balance-sheet
appeared on the 31st December, 1899, of
the same board.- The revenue was set
down as £346 9s. 4., while the expendi-
ture amounted to £173 6s. 8d. appearing
under the head of salaries, and £20 for
travelling expenses. I turned to the Kal-
goorlie Roads Board balance-sheet for
the 31st December, 1898. The receipts
amounted to £3,789 17s. 4d., and the
salaries to £399. An amount of £20
was expended for andit fees, £16 10s. for
buggy hire, driving the members around
the country for the good of their health,
and £32 6s. 6d. election expenses.

Hox. M. T. Moss: How much was
spent on roads out of that?

How. J. M. DREW: I cannet say:
nothing, apparently. These quotations
show, I think, to every member that the
present administration of the Roads Act
. the colony is, in seme instances, a
grave scandal; and what is occwrring in
these districts is ocourring in many other
districts of the colony. I know of some
distriets in which a worse state of affairs
exists. The Government should appoint
inspectors and auditors to go through
the aceounts, and see that the money
which has been voted is expended in a
wianner consistent with the Roads Act.

TaECoLoN1AL SECRETARY: The Govern-
ment have appointed auditors.

Hown.J. M. DREW : Iknow; we have
a good man at Geraldton, Inckily, but
what kind of aunditors can they have at
the places which I have mentioned. In
regard to the grants to progress com-
mittees, there is no check upon them.
Tt would astound members to discover
how the money is expended. I have had
some experience, and know how many
items constantly find & place under the
Leading of *“ sanitation.” Regurding His
Excellency’'s Speech, I muy say [ am
grievously disappoioted with it, It indi-
cates that the Government propose to
embark on great works which should be
submitted to the people before the next
weneral election. Ttalso mdicates that they
do not propose to introduce the great
reform they are pledged to submit to a
referendum at the general election. It is
decidedly wrong, in my opinion, for a
Parliament in the throes of death, in the
form of a dissolution, to involve the
couniry in serious liabilities. I say that

Act. These members should be compelled | the Parliament does not represent the
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people, and I will show you how. A new
congtitution came into force last May,
and under that Actsix new constituencies
have been créated and three old ones
abolished. That fact implies a radical
change in the conatitution, and o material
alteration in the machinery of the State.
But despite these circumstances, we find
the Grovernment are prepared to increase
the finuncial indebtedness of the country.
I do not think that o Parliament existing
merely on suffernnce, as the representatives
of the people in another place are, has
any right to augment the public debt.
To do so may be legally right, but it is
morally wrong, and I protest against it.
It is the peculinr right of this House to
agsert itzelf in sueh circumstances, and
to express this opinion in an emphatic
manuer. VY¥hat we have to ask ourselves
is: Will the works contemplated in the
Administrator’s Speech be sanctioned by
those who are returned to Parliament
under the new Constitution¥ They
may be, or again, they may not be. No
cue ungifted with the power of prophecy
can tell, and we should not juinp to any
conclusion in connection with the matter.
To my mind the Government are grossly
abusing their position, and T have no
hesitation in saying I for one have no
confidence in the Administration; but I
think it even befter to support the
amendment of Mr. Stone iu preference to
the amendment of Mr. R. 8. Haynes,
because the former seems to be the more
constitutional.

Hoxn. E. McLARTY ({South-West):
Huving alreafly addressed myself to the
Admimstrator's Speech, my remarks on
the amendment proposed by Mr. Haynes
will be brief, That amendment, I think,
will meet with very little support from

hon. members ; and it certainly will have:

no support from me, because my confi-
dence m the Government is just as great
ag it was two years ago. I have seen no
reagson to alter my opinion, because I have
watched the career of the Premier of the
colony very closely, and T absolutely
have not. been able to find one blot on
which I can place my finger. I am not
going so far as to say that mistakes have
not Heen made, and that perhaps in some
instances things have been done which
had better not have been done; but T
bave no reason at all to doubt the
integrity of the present Govermment. I
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feel sure'hon. members will not support
such a sweeping amendment as that
proposed by Mr. R. 8. Haynes ; though
the amendment of Mr. Stone does, I
believe, to some extent express the feeling
of the country wenerally., That amend-
ment is couched in moderate language,
and T do not think many will disagree
with the intention expressed. At the
same time I contend it is not a right
course for the House, at this stage of the
session, to carry an amendment of the
kind, putting a stop to all public works
proposed by the Government. The proper
course is to wait until these proposals are
brought before Parliament, when it will
be competent for members, if they do not
approve of works, to reject them, as bas
been done before. Only last vear the
Norseman railway proposal was rejected
by the House, and probably will again
be rejected ; but I do hope hon. members
will not make the same mistake
they did a couple of years ago, and
carry an amendment of this kind and
so stop all works proposed by the
(Government. It is time enough when
Bills are brought before us and reasons
stated why they have been brought in, to
consider and deal with them on their
meritz. Tam inaccord with hon. members
who think we should not undertake any
large works, but I may say at once that
I should have to have coonsiderable proof
Lrought before me that the works were
urgent and necessary, to induce me to
vote for them. At the same fime I
reserve to myself the right to consider the
matters as thev come before us. I am to
some extent in sympathy with the amend-
ment of Mr. Stone, becanse, as I say, I
believe it does express the feeling gener-
ally throughout the ceuntry; but at the
sune time there mnay be public works
brought forward which we would be
justified in carrying out, and I can see no
good reason why, although there will soon
be a fresh election, the whole of the public
works of the colony should be at a stand-
still.

Hon. R. G. Burats: The Coolgardie
Water Scheme will not be interfered with.

How. E. McLARTY: That scheme
will not be interfered with, but there
may be further works which it may be
degirable to carry out.

How. R. 8. Havves:

A new hridge at
Pinjarrah?
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Hox. E. McLARTY: A bridge is not
asked for at Pinjairrah, because we do not
require ome. The metropolitan water
scheme 1s a work which will have to be
undertaken in the near future, because
there are enormous vumbers of people in
the districts proposed to bu served, and
it has been conclusively proved that the
present water supply is altogether inade-
quate to their requirements.

How. J. W. Hackerr: The ratepayers
will have to pay for the scheme, not the
Government.

Hon. B. McLARTY : Quiteso; but if
the work be urgent, why should we at this
stage refuse to consider that or any other
works ¥ Tam wostcertainly not in accord
with either of the amendments, and I
shall therefore vote against both, feeling
that the proper course is to wail until the
Bills come before us, und then decide as
we think right.

At 630, the PrestpENT left the Chair.
At 730, Chair resumed.
Hox. A. B. KIDSON (West): As

there appeurs to be some disinclination
on the part of hon. members to address
themselves to the amendments and to the
Speech, T must at this stage do so myself.
But I do not intend to take up the time
of the House at any great length, because
such a course is hardly necessary. With
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vegurd to the Speech which the Adwinis- |

trator bus read to Parliament, I can only
say that I think it is a matter of regret
that the Government should have seen
fit to advise His Excellency to place a
Bpecch of such inordinate length, and
aoutaining very little of real importance,
before hon. members, I wy experience
of the House, I think this is the longest
Speeceh and contains the least of any
Speech I have ever listened to. 'Why the
Governnent have taken this course I
really fail fo  uwoderstand.  Why it
becomues vecessary to place on record in
the way thev lhave done in print the
works they huve constructed during the
previous year. [ fail to understand,
because the works ‘carried out are o
matter of notoriety. not only to members
of Parliament but to the public. There
is no necessity for entering into petty
details, as the Government seemn to have
done, and T think I am right in saying

, and Mr.
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such a course is not adopted in any other
part of the British empire. At any rate,
I never heard of such a vourse, and why
the Guvernment have taken it I fail to
understand, unless it be with a view to
showing what a good Governinent they
ure, and what a lot they have done, and
to endeavour—though I think it would be
difficult to do so at the present time—to
turn public opinion in their favour. Qut
of this lengthy oration I can only pick
a few matters worth while referring
to, und I need not refer to them at very
great length because we shall have an
opportunity of discussing them at a later
stage. I should like, however, to refer
to one or two of those matters, the first
of which is in connection with the refer-
ence in the Speech, although I think sn
unnecessary reference, to the Mint, When
I heard the remarks of Mr. R. S. Haynes
Moss, T had some secret mis-
givings, but after the very lucid and clear
explanation of Mr. Saunders to-night, my
doubts bave vanished, and I remain of
the opinion I have entertained all along,
that the Miut is a very excellent insti-
tution and calenlated to do a large amount
of good to the colony. There is one other
matter which has been repeatedly referred
to on previous oceasions, but it is a matter
which cannot be referred to too often,
that is the splendid work—-I am one who
likes to give credit where credit is due—
by the Government at Fremantle in con-
nection with the harbour works. I refer
to this now because the practical con-
summation of all we have wished and
hoped for has come to pass, nawely that
the mail steamers now call at Fremantle,
and, so far as human mind can tel}, will
continue to do so.  That work is one that
will always bLe a stunding monument to

, -the enterprise and energy of the Forrest

Government. I do not say I altogether
agree, in fact I do not agree, with ull the
Government have done and propose to
do; but that one work stands out over
and above all others, and will so stand out
for many years to come as w monnment
to the energy and enterprise of the present
Government.

Hoxn. A. P. MaTHEson : The works are
still incomplete.

How. A. B. KIDSON: Mr. Matheson
tells me the works are still incomplete;
but I would like to draw the hon. nember’s
attention to the fact, if he does not
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know it, and it is a fact he ought to kmow
as a member of Parliament, that the works
are fast nearing completion, and before
very long, probably before another ses-
sion, will Dbe complete; and it is a
very necessary work, not only for the
benefit of Fremautle, but a national work
which in the end will henefit, and even at
present is henefiting the whole of the
colony.
regard to our Government railways. [t
is stated in the Speech that the Govern-
ment railways have had a successful

financial year, “although during last |

gummer the scarcity of water between
Northam and Menzies proved a serious
difficulty and necessitated a large expen-
diture.” I am given to understand, on
the very highest anthority—and I mention
this publicly-—that the percentage of cost
of running the railways is considerably
higher than it should be. On the samne
authority I am told thatwhen the present
General Manager took full charge, the cost
of rumning the railways was 50 per cent.,
and Lhat at the present time the cost is
70 per cent., while last year it was 80
per cent. Hon. members will judge from
these statements that the cost of running
the railways is not being kept down as it
ought to be, and I am told on the same
authority that the percentage is higher
than in anv other place in Austrahia. TIf
that be so, very serious attention should
be given to the natter, becanse although
the cost of working has been reduced
from 80 per cent, to 70 per cent., vet
when the present Greneral Manager took
over the railways the cost was only 50
per cent., and it is therefore 20 per cent.
higher than it was, and consequently 20
per cent. higher than it ought to be. No
doubt the answer will be that the cost
of obtaining water is u serious burden,
and the cost of working is inereased ; but
I would point out that previous to the
present General Manager taking charge,
when the cost of running was 50 per
cent., the water difficalty was ygreater
-—I believe I wm rvight in saying this—
than during the past year. There is one
mabter in the Speech to which I desire to
refer particulurly, and that is the refer-
ence to providing a permanent water
supply for the metropolitan districts,
including Fremantle. This matter was
referred to by Mr. Maley and Mr. Drew,
and the former gentleman wanted to know
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whether it would be a crime to preveut
these particular districts obtaining a
supply of pure water. In reply, I can
only say that T should like Mr. Maley to
spend o month at Fremantle during the

. summer, when he would find how horrible
. is the water the residents there have to

I would like to say a word in °

put up with.

Hon. W. Maney: I sympathise with
you.

Howv. A. B. KIDSON: I am glad the
hon. member sympathises with me,
because, under these circumstances, I feel
sure that when a mieasure is brought in
for providing this important and neces-
sary work, we shall find him voting for
it. I can assure hon. nembers who spoke
somewhat detrimentally of this work,
that the water in Fremantle is almost
undrinkable. It 1s brackish, and cer-
tainly not what can be called palatable
wuter; indeed, it is scarcely fit for human
consumption.

How. J. M. Drew: The waler is the
same ut Geraldton.

How. A. B. KIDSON: I do not say
the water is not the samne at Geraldton,
but that is no reason why a proper supply
of water should not be provided in the
metropolitan districts. Mr. Drew seems
to go on the assumption that two wrongs
make a right, and to say that because
the supply at Geraldton is bud, therefore
the supply at Fremantle should be bad.
That is no argument, and I feel sure
the hon. member’s sense of justice will
lead him to vote for providing the dis-
tricts mentioned with a pure supply of
water. There are two or three mea-
sures mentioned in His Excellency's
Speech to which I think it neces-
sary to refer. The first of these is
the Public Service Bill, an epitome of
which I read, but cannot say T had the
pleasure of reading, in the West Aus-
trulion newspaper. After reading that
epitome, the conclusion [ came to was
certainly not in favour of the measure,
becnuse it seems to e the framers have
endeavoured to put into it everything
they shonld not. T um speaking seriously
when I say that if the Bill is as it
appears from the epitome—and I have
no rewson to doubt thut the epitome is
correct—it is absolutely colourless, There

! is nothing in the measure; and were it to

. pass into law, the position in connection

with the public service, with one solitary



108 Address-in-Reply :

(COUNCAIL.!

exception, would be practically the same °

as it is fo-day. The only alteration the
Bill provides is that in certain hranches,
aud only in certain and very few hranches,
there shall be public competitive exarnina-
tion befuore candidates can be admitted.
If the Government had in this Bill pro-
vided purely for that. they might have
left all the other provisions ont, hecause,
50 far as I can see, the Bill provides for
nothing more than what at present exists.
There is one other Bill I desire to refer
to, namely the Conciliation and Arbitra-
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Hown. D. McKary:
saving clause?

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: Tt is the saving
clanse which has caused all the trouble
and mischief. It seems to me oxtra-
ordinary that such o state of affairs
vxists, and I have failed to ascertain
that a similar state of affairs exists or has
existed in any other part of Australia.

What about the

. It may be the fault of the gentleman who

tion Bill, and I am glad the Government
have seen fit to introduce this measure. |

No doubt it has been un excellent move
on the purt of the Government at the
present time to intitmate their intention
of wmtroducing this measure ; but at the
same time, the measure 18 one that will
commend itself to hon. members in both
Houses. We have had sad experience in
the past of the ill effects of strikes in
our widst, wnd anything we can do to
moderate the conditions and to do away
with these conflicts, every hon. member
in both Houses will gladly assist in
doing.
tunity of seeing what the provisions of
the Bill are, but T feel sure the measure
will require very close and careful scrutiny
on the part of hon. members. We must
be careful when a Bill of this pature is
brought forward, to see that it is as good
and perfect in every detail as itis possible
to make it.

THE CoOLONIAL SECRETARY:
both sides.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON: Certainly, fair

Fair to

We have not vet had an oppor- .

to hoth sides, for I do not believe in a

Bill which is in favour of one side more
than another; and I say it will he
necessary to  serutinise most  coarefully
every detail 50 as to see that the Bill 1s
made acceptable to both sides and to the
country. Itisvery peculiar at the present
time to see the situation in which both
Houses stand. The Legislative Council
is realty constituted, or will very shortly
Le constituted under the new Act, and
yet we shall find the other place going
on under the old system. That to me
appears & very extraordinary and anomsn-
lous state of affairs, and whether or no
that stute of affairs has come about from
the bad drafting of the Constitution Act,
it is a set of circumstances which certainly
vught not to exist.

drafted the Counstitution Bill, but, at any-
rate, it is a most anomalous position, and
the sooner it is done away with the better
it will be for everybody concerned. There
is nv doubt, to my mind at all events—
though I may be wrong, and I um only
expressing my individual opinion—that at
the present time the public as a whole
have lost confidence in the present Govern-
ment, and that the present Parliament
does not represent the country. If the
Leader of the House is not above taking
a little advice, he will come to the con-
clusion that it is to the best interests, not
only of the country but of the Government
itself, to recognise that fact, because the
longer the present state of affairs is
allowed to continue, and the lenger the
present Government insists in remaining
in office against the express wish of the
great majority of the public, the worse
it will be for the Government at the next
general election. At the same time I do
not intend to support the amendment of
Mr. Haynes, becaunse, while T am not
prepared to say the course the member
proposesisabsolutely unconstitutional, Ido
say it would be very inadvisable, because
it would place this House in such a position
that it might have to stultify itself in the
future. 1f hon. members will consider
for a woment they will see what an
anomalens position we would occupy if a
vote of no-confidence were not passed in
another place, and were to be passed here.
What would be the position of the House
under such circumstances 7 Tt would be a
most, humiliating position, and I do not
think any member would care to see such
a state of affairs. With regard to the
amendment moved by Mr. Stone, I do not
think it would be advisable at the present
time to pledge ourselves to support it,
because the amendment veally prevents
for an indefinite period curauthorising any
furtherworksto be constructed out of loan;
and I would like hon. members to put it
to themselves whether this is a reason-
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able state of affairs to exist. It may be
that some worke of urgent and pressing
importance muy be brought forward, but
if we pass either of these amendments,
and any matter of importance is brought
before the House, we should be obliged
to vote against any new work if it was to
be constructed out of loan. For my part
T do not think that a desirable state of
uffairs, and we can attain the same object
which the members who have moved the
amendments have in view by dealing
with the propositions to be brought tor-
ward by the Government as they come
hefore us. That is the course I propose
to take, and then I shall not be in the
position of having to stultify myself at
some future date. T do not desire to suy
much in regard.to the remarks of Mr.
Maley, because thut gentleman is a new
member, and it ay be that we should
give a new member a certain amount of
latitude in the nature of the remarks he
makes, but at the same time there were
one or two matters which the hon. member
referred to and one or two expressions
which he made se of which I may be
pardoned for drawing the attention of the
House to, so that perbaps on a ftuture
occasion that hon. gentleman may see fit
to modify the tone of his remarks. That
hon. gentlemun took it npon himself, and
he is a very voung member of this
Chamber, to advise the House, which is
constituted of members of muny years
standing, as to what they should do. His
words were, I advise you to do so and
g0.” 1 think it would have been wise
if the hon. member had not gone so
tar as that, because my experience of
members in this House is that they are
quite capable of thinkinyg for themselves,
and quite capable of acting for them.
selves, as the hon. member will probably
find out after w little more experience,
Decause the hon. member has not bad
much experience so far, and in time the
hon. member may learn that fact. He
stater] he was not advocatling Opposition
in this Housc: then all I can say is that
if the hon. member was not advocating
Opposition in this House, it was a very
good apology for it, because the whole
tenor of his speech was in the direction
of advocating the want of confidence in
the Government which has been’ moved
in this House and in another place. T
do uot propose to say more in regard io
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the hon. member's remarks, but I think
it was desirable to say that much because
I, for one, certainly intend to do as I
have done in the past --act and think for
myself. And I think every other member
likes to share the same privilege. I do
not think it is necessary to say more, The
matters mentioned in the Speech will
have to be considered: they will come
before the House in a concrete form
shortly, and then all of us will have an
opportunity of expressing our opinions
upon them. Before I conclude, there is
one matter I would like to refer to—the
Dividend Duty Act which was passed last
session. In connection with that, I do
think it would be a good thing if the
Government were to take inte considera-
tion the advisability of repealing the
measure. If ever there was an unfair
measure passed inte law I think that is
about the most unfair. It does not
strike fairly in its method of taxation,
and lately a petition from those persons
particularly affected by the Act was
presented to the House, and that petition
1s entitled to be treated with the respect
it deserves. We all know the natwre
of the tfaxation which iz inflicted Ly
the Act is not fair, and that being
the ecase, it behoves us as u portion
of the Parliament of the couutry to
express our views fully and fairly upen it.
T regret somewhat the tone which was
used by Mr.- Drew with regard to the
province I have the honour to repre-
sent. I do not think the hon. member in
using the expressions he did had any par-
ticular ill-will towards the province I
represent.

How, J. M. Drew : None whatever,

How. A, B. KIDSON: At the same
time it seems to me he singled out the
province I represent for special castiga-
tion. Why that is so I cannot under-
stand. because all the time I have been a
member of this House T can safely say
that on every oceasion a measure has
been brought forward having for its
object the advancement of the province
he represents, the Fremantle members
have never heen backward in assisting in
the passing of such 2 measure. There-
fore it seems to me hard that the hon.
member should have made the statement
that Fremantle had been coddled, because
I do not think Fremantle has bad any
more done for it than any other constitu-



110 Addvess-in-Reply :

ency in the colony, taking into considera- °

tion its size and importance.
How. }. M. Drrw : There are the mail

steamers, and the preferential rates on '

the railways.

Hown. A. B. KIDSON : The calling of
the mail steamers is not a matter of
preference particularly to Fremantle, but
it is for the benefit of the whole of
the colony. I do not know whether
the hon. member will suggest, as to the
mail steamers, that the harbour sheuld
have been constructed at Geraldton,
because I think that is out of the bounds
of practical politics.

How. J. M. Drew: Certainly not.

How. R. G. Burers: We could unot
carry on the work of the colony without
the harbour at Fremantle.

Hor. A. B. KIDSON : I do not think
it would be carried on in the way in
which it has been carried on in the past,
or that it will be in the future, if it was not
for the harbour at Fremantle. I think
if the hon. member (Mr. Drew) persists
in carrying out his intention of voting in
the way which he has wmentioned, one
railway which might benefit his district
may be thrown out. It is a matter of
grave consideration for him to see whether
he should not change his mind and vote
another way.

Horx. J. M. Drew: I am not to be
bribed. .

How. A. B. KIDSON: I do not
suggest that the hon. member should be
bribed, nor do I think any other member
in this House is to be bribed, neither do
I think it would be a bribe, because I
believe nyself—I do not say that I will
vote for the railway--from what I can
judge, when the proper time comes and
when thefinances of the colony will warrant
it, there is probably not a railway which
is required more than the one which I am
referring to. I think that hefore laving
the proposals which bave for their object
the construction of such large works and
involving the expenditure of a large sum
of money, before Parliament, 1?. would
have been better for the Grovernment to
have waited for the verdict of the country
upon them. Tt has been stated over
and over again that this Parliament is
practically dying.

Hon. F. M. Stone:
vote for my amendment ?

Then why not
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Hox. A. B. KIDSON: I shall not
vote for it because there may be some
I works which require to be carried out.
Hon. J. M. DrEw: He wanis the
' water supply.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON: I want it very
badly, and the sooner we get the water
supply the better it will be. I do not
hide that fact, becaunse it iz absolutely
pecessary, and from what the hon.
member has told me a water supply for
Greraldton is necessary too. It would be
better to be spendibg money in this
direction than in frittering it away. I
am not going to voie for Mr. Stone's
amendment becavse there may be some
works of pressing necessity brought for-
ward, although they are not mentioned
in the Speech, which we may find are
necessary, and if we vote for Mr. Stong’s
amendment we shall be precluded ifrom
voting for those works. I do not intend
to take up the time of the House further,
but I shall deal with each measure as it
is brought forward fully and freely.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
{(Hon. G. Randell): ‘I think T may as
well speal at the present stage and nol
defer my remarks to a later time, although
there are one or two members who wish
to address the House on this question.
My embarrassment af the present time is
that I have so much to reply to. Men-
bers can deal with the question as it
affects . their own individual constitu-
encies, but I have to listen to the
arguwents and to the speeches made by
members who come from different parts
of the colouy, and it is difficult to give my
rematks in a small compass. I believe
that members are desirous that a division
shall take place fo-night, thercfore Ishall
be as brief as I can. I propose, first of
all, to deal a little with the Speech itself,
which has been so freely, and I may
say fully, criticised, somewhat hostilely
by some, and by others favourably. Tde
not think we shall ever get 18 or 20
gentlemen to look at anything from the
same point of view, and it is not to be
expected that the members of a House of
Legislature will look at the subject from
the same point of view as the Government
do. We get an advantage from the
criticism of those who view the matters
from their own particular distriets, and
who approach the subject from different
points. Therefore, I thank members
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who have spoken for
they have given to we and the Govern-
ment in the discussion of the matters
embraced in the compass of the Speech.
I may refer to the fact which has been
mentioned by several members, that this
Speech is a very long one. Tam not sure
that it is the longest. T heard the same
complaint two years ago about the Speech
of His Excellency the Governor.

Hox. A. B. Kipson : But this is much
longer.

Tre COLONIYAL SECRETARY: I
do not think the length of a Speech isany
great disparagement to it. It has been
stated that it 1s not the custom in other
parts of the world to hear long speeches,
but T am informed that in the colonies
the practice is growing up of the Govern-
ment informing the country of the works
which have been executed during the year,
and I think this is very useful. I doubt
if Mr. Kidson knew that a schoo! was
being built at Wedgecarrup; yvet the hov.
member sald that evervone knew that
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the assistance ! time to time—some applications

these works had been executed by the .

Government. The hon. member happened
to know there was a cottage being built

for the caretaker at Point Walter because .

that is in his province.
the works which have been executed
throughout the colony should be men-
tioned, so that the public should know
of the progress which has heen wmade
in material development, and in that
direction it is & useful practice to give
this information in the Speech. Perhaps
if those who were responsible for the
Speech had to draw it up again they
would not make it so full.

be thankful for the works which have

It is as well that .

We should

been executed, and which show the pro-

gress which has heen wade throughout
the colony. Take the schools, for
instance. Very few members were aware
of the fact that fifteen new schools bad
been erected, and that enlargements to
a very considemble
buildings in other parts had been made
and were progressing. I think if hon.
members knew all the facts of the case.
they would find the information as to the
ndditions to the post offices and telegraph
commuuications throughout the colomy,
and which give conveniences to the people
of the colony in the way of encouraging
development, is very useful. Many of
these questions come before me from

extent to school

l
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the
Government have refused because we
think, perhaps, that the place which the
application refers to has not renched that
stage of development when the work
should be executed. Members would be
surprised if they knew the number of
applications which are made for telegraph
offices, post offices, and schools in districts
in which development is going on. I
might read a little statement as illus-
trating what I mean, and which is only
a specimen of what is taking place in other
parts of the colony:—“The telegrams
from Menzies to Mount Maleolm number
186,000, and the revenue derived from
the telegraph office there is £5,245."
There are no members in the House, not
even the members for the goldfields, who
are aware of the development which has
taken place in that remote district which
it is proposed the Leonora railway shall
pass through. The information I have
given is only a specimen, not perhaps a
good one, of the development which
astopished the Premier himself ; and the
duplication of the line is demanded in
consequence of the immense increase of
traffic on the telegraph lines. These are
some of the things embraced in the
Speech, and I most certainly differ from
hon. memnbers when they say those details
should not be given. I feel sure no hon.
member of the House is fully acquainted
with all that took place m the progress
of the ¢colony during the past year. In
1898 we were of course unable to under-.
take very much, and members will vecol-
lect the nttacks that were wade on the
Bducation Depurtment and the Govern-
ment for not providing schools heve, there
and everywhere. These schools could not
be provided because of the shrinkage of
the revenue at the time; but immediately
the revenue began' to increase and show
we were on the upward grade, schools
were granted and established, and teachers,
in the face of great difficulty, obtained
and sent out to distant parts of the colony;
apnd I am sore from the speeches I
listened to $wo years ago that hon. mem-
bers will be quite in accord with the
Government in giving the schools to these
remote and rising districts. I must
thank Mr. Saunders for the way in which
he has alluded to the Mint. Mr, Moss
fell, I am sure, into an inadvertent error
when he stated that only one million
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sovereigns had been coined at the Mint,
leaving out 782,864 sovereigns ; but the
hon. member made the statement, and
that is why I refer-toit. But I think
Mr. R. 8. Haynes, who is not in bis place
just vow, should have been aware of the
charges at the Perth Mint, because these
charges were reduced a congiderable time
ago, and were advertised in the Govern-
ment Gazette and in the newspapers of the
colony, and were also issued in the form
of a comparison, similar to that given by
Mr. Saunders to-night. 1 am very glad
the latter member referred to the matter,

because I should be very sorvy if it went
out to the world that at the Mint here .

the charges are so high that the mine
owners and others are debarred from
sending their gold here. Such a state-
ment would have a very bad effect, and I
am very glad Mr. Saunders has made his
lucid explanation and cleared the matter
up. We have the Mint here, whether we
ought to have it or not, and 1t should be

the duty of the people of the country as .

far as possible to suppoert it, and malke it
w snceess. When Mr. Moss was spéaking,
I interjected that a million of those
sovereigns had been coined at the Mint
in the last six months, showing a constant
up-grade. Of cowrse, the Mint has had
to contend with diffieulties, As hon.
members are well aware—at any rate
those members who are in business are
aware—that it s not easy to divert a
gtream of traffic or business from one
divection to another. Vested interests
have to be considered, and vested interests,
generally speaking, are well able to
take care of themselves, and I helieve
they did so in the case of the Mint; and
these are some of the reasons why,
perhaps, a greater amount of coinage is
not carried on there. Mr. Saunders has
shown clearly the progress made; and
when we remember that the Mint was
started only about fifteen mouths ago,
we should not be altogether dissatisfied
with that progress. Owners of mines, as
well as small miners, are availing them-
gelves of the opportunity afforded of
having their gold converted into the coin
of the realm at the Perth Mint.

Hox. B. G. Buraees: How long will it
last ?

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY:
I am afraid the hon. member must answer
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him how long it will last. Let us hope,
however, that it will last a very consider-
able time. I do not share in the opinion
that because we have joined federation,
the Federal Government will close the
Mint in Perth. Such a step is not very
likely, and, at any rate, the Federal Gov-
ernment would have to reckon with this
Government before they did it, and I think
we huve some means left at the present
moment for defending ourselves from acts
of injustice, which, however, I think will
not be attempted. I hope the hon.
member will scon pget over the dis-
appointment which he as well as I
experienced only a short time ago. T, at
any rate, intend as far as possible to do
my best to see that no injury results to
this colony, although I held a strong
opinion it was very desirable we should
remain out of federation for some years
to come. However, we are now in feder-
ation, and it behoves every public man
to do the best he can fo get good out of
the nnion. Patagraphs 17, 18, and 19
of His Excellency’s Speech have come in
for a considerable amount of attention
from some hon. members, and there
seems to have been some mistake becanse
the Fremantle water supply is not put
down as if it were a work distinetly pro-
mised to be undertaken, but as a work
to be submitted to the consideration of
the members of the Legislatuve.

Hon. F. WaHrtcomsEg: Throw it in
as a “sop” at the next general elec-
tion.

Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
do not think there is any “sop’ about

“it, because in my opinion it is one of

several very nevessary works, and I regret
exceedingly the state of the Fremantle
water supply.

How. J. W, Hackerr: The Guildiord
supply is nearly as bad.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
have not had the happiness or the plea-
sare of drinking very mueh of the
Fremantle water, and from descriptions
given to me I have no desire to do so,
though I have tasted it with a view to
satisfying wyself of its qualities. For
a large population like that®of Fre-
mantle, where there is a large amount
of shipping constantly coming in, it
is absolutely necessary there should be,

his own question, because I cannot tell ;| if possible, a pure water supply; and
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there are two sources, both admirable,
from which that supply could be obtained.
The expense would not be very great to
get the water from either the Helena
Hills or the Canning Hills, and Fre-
mantle with intervening districts must
be supplied. 1 believe Mr. Maley lives
at Cottesloe, and I fancy he will be very
glad to share in a supply when it is
established.

Hox. W, MarEY: Quite so.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
water even in Cottesloe 18 somewhat hayd,
if not as bad as that at Fremantle; and
I hope members will keep their wminds
free in dealing with this important sub-
ject, and will not run the risk of stultify-
ing themselves when further information
becomes available. I hope, therefore, that
hon. members will not vote for the
amendment moved by Mr. Stone, because
I remember distinetly the last occasion of
the kind, and it did not reflect very
favourably on this House. Some hon.
members, at any rate, have regretted that
resolution because it produced no effeet,
and to a certain extent I think damaged
the reputation of the House for states-
manlike qualities. T hope hon. members
will carefully consider before they adopt
an amendment in the direction indicated,
and for the reason which Mr, Kidson has
stated so clearly, and which need not be
repeated. I would like hon. members
not to pledge themselves in regard to
gome of the other works also, because we
shall bave an opportunity, as Mr. Kidson
has said, of discuseing them in concrete
form, or when they come before us in the
shape of Bills, and when we ask for
money to carry out the works. We shall
then be able to approach the subject
with a fair mind, and deal with them
as under the circumstances may seem
right to our best judgment. There is
one important work which I believe is
not intended by Mr. Stone to be
touched by this amendment, namely
the Leonora rmilway. From knowledge
which has come to me from various
sources of the importance of this district,
I think if there 18 a work which should
be undertaken at the earliest possible
moment it is this one. I have already
read the statement as to the development
of the telegraph traffic from Mount
Malcolm, which is within a very short
distance of Leonora; and when we remem-
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ber that there are Laverton, Eure, Mount
‘Weld, and other places to be served in
the immediate vicinity, and that thereisan
immense area of gold-producing country,
probably as rich though not perbaps
the same compsess as the mines at the
Boulder, we should be ready to support
the commencement and completion of
this railway at the earliest possible date.
I will not, refer to the Norseman or Nan-
nine railway proposals further than to
say that I hope hon. members will keep
their minds open for any information
which may be furnished at o later date.
I, however, notice that there is a difference
of opinion between two of the represen-
tatives of the Central Province, Mr. Drew
and Mr. Haynes, as to this railway. If
I caught Mr. Haynes’s meaning correctly,
he ridicules the idea of continuing the
line from Cue to Nannine, for what rea.
son I do not know; butif I rightly
interpret Mr. Drew, he considers the
railway ought to have been built long
since. I have no doubt development has
taken place there, and I know several mines
in the district would be greatly advan-
taged Ly this line, the construction of
which I believe would very much encour-
age the people between the two places.
These places are very ramote from the
centres, and it must be exceedingly diffi-
eult, und probably almost impossible, to
obtain profit from the working of mines
owing to the distance from railway com-
munication. And it would be a pity if
we should arrive at a conclusion that
because the Legislative Assembly is about
to expire by effluxion of time, or that it
has not been recently to the country, we
should stop public works in the colony.
Acting on the same principle in the state
of affairs which will prevail as soon as
the new Constitution comes into operation,
what would be the result? We should
have just one year of work : there would
be firstly the year when Parliament
assembles when we should have, as we
usually have, a considerable amount of
argument and discussion and very liitle
work. Inthe second year perbaps the Par-
liament might settle down to steady and
good work ; but in the third year it would
be in just the same position as we are in
now: members would be thinking about
the turmoil of another election. There-
fore, on this principle we should have
only one year's work.
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Hown. J. W. Hacrerr: You would
not have a redistribution of seats and a
new franchise every three years.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Though I voted for triemnial Parlia-
ments, I may say it is short enough for
the life of a Parliament in which to do
good and useful work for the country. [
do not believe it is good for a country for
the Parliament to go too often to the
people, for the reasons which I have just
stated. We have provided for triennial
Parliaments in future, and I believe to a
great extent what I bave said will be the
result: we shall not get such useful
work as we should in a Parlisment with
a longer life. True, the representatives
may come into touch more with the
people, but it is usual for mewbers to
address their constituents and to confer
with them on events which arise from
tiwe to time, and on the necessary legis-
lation desirable to be adopted. The
argoment, as far as I gather, is not a
good one that the Legisluture is not in
touch with the people. The representa-
tives are certainly seized of the wants
of the colony very fully. Many members
talked about suspending works of import-
ance and works of necessity, but they got
on to ground which is not acceptable toa
large portion of the electors in the colony.
I do not know that I need deal much more
with the Speech itself: I think it is a
gplendid record of services rendered Ly
the Government, with the assistance of
both Houses of Parliament of this coun-
try. T believe it has assisted us in the
path of progress to a large extent, and I
think we shall have to follow that course
whatever Government is in power. I do
not think there is any member who
thinks that we have come to the end of
our progress—L do not think there is
any member, however pessimistic, who
thinks that. We are only just starting
on the path of progress; we have only
Just cleared away the obstacles, and we
see the way to further progress in pupu-
lation and accumulation. What we want
to see in this couvtry is a considerably
greater accumulation of wealth than we
have at present. There are plenty of
avenues for its application, and if we
can by wise measures, realising the
- espongibilities resting on us, induce
people from other parts of the world to
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capital and develop the resvurces of the
country, it is our duty to do so. T shall
refer as briefly as I can to, some of the
remarks that have been made by members
aud repeated by others. I do not pro-
pose to deal very much with the speech
made by Mr. Maley, for the reason
stated by Mr. Kidson, that he is new to
the House and bas not yet become
acquainted with the wethods adopted
here in addressing one another on import-
ant questions of State. From the ex-
perience he will gather in this House,
no doubt he will develop mto a use-
ful member for the country at large.
I trust he will realise that there ure other
places in the colony besides Albany. T
may assure him there is no real intention
of injuring the town of Albany, The
people of Albany must accept the inevit-
able course of events. Albany is not
going to suffer so very much from the
absence of the mail steamers at that port.
I believe there will be opportunities given
to the people of Albany to develop their
business concerns. At the present moment
the Phillips River goldfield is ygiving
evidence of great development ; the popu-
lation is gathering there at a great rate,
and Albany will be the port at which
they will deal. 'That to some extent will
be & compensation for the absence of the
mail steamers, I believe there are enter-
prise and pluck enough in the people of
Albany, and that they will not weakly
succumb to the trouble which Las come
to them in the ordinary course of events.
An immense sum of money has leen
spent on the harbowr at Fremantle, and
few people, I believe, will regret that we
have converted that port from a dangerous
roadstead into a port capable of taking
the largest steamers afoat at a safe
anchorage. Mr. Whitcombe objects to
that statement, but I may tell him that
we have had steamers of 10,000 tons
burden in the port, that the ‘*Omrah”
came into port the other night without
the aid of a steam tug, and so far as I
can guather the three captains of mail
steamers who have visited the pori are
satisfied with the attention they received
and the provision made for them. We
may hope that the whole colony will
benefit more or less by the arrival of
steamers at this port of the colonmy,
because of the greater resources there.

:pme inte our midst and invest their | Albany was settled in 1826, the first
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people landing there in that year; this -

colony was supposed to be founded on
on the 1st June, 1829; so the progress
of the town of Albany has not been very
greal. Ibelieve we have not far to seek
for the cause. Although the town has
had connection by rauilway with Perth
and the settled parts of the colony, the
town has not progressed simply because
in the immediate vicinity of Albany
there iz not much good land that
lends itself to development. But I must
pass on from that. I only wanted to
raise the spirits of the hon. member, Mr.
Maley, as to the future of that town. I
think the people will rise to the occasion,
and anything that the Government can
assist them with which is fair and
reasouable to the other parts of the
colony, I believe they will do. There
are several matters to which the hon.
member, Mr. Maley, referred which are
of such a nature that it is better I should
- pass over. They are not matters of a
character which require to be discussed
in this House. I would like to refer toa
few of the remarks which fell from Mr.
Sommers, who -has put his views before
the House in a straightforward manner,
so that they will be understood by mem-
bers. He has referred to one subject
with which he opened his speech-—
sweeps. Legislation has been attempted
to some extent in this Parliament to
prohibit gambling in the country; but
this House bas not seen its way to fall in
with the views of members like Mr.
Sommers, who look on the question as
an important one, and if only we can by
legislation prevent or minimise if, that
will be an advantage. The gambling
spirit is injuring the population of the
colony, and something ought to be done,
and I hope something can be done, so
that the question will be taken inte con-
sideration. Some efforts should be made
to arrive at a conclusion on the matter to
prevent the lamentable effecta which I
believe abound not only in Western Aus-
tralia, but in the Eastern colonies. Every
newspaper and every magazine from the
Eastern colonies, winch I have read, speak
of the incrense of the gambling spirit,
especially among the young people of the
colonies, and the same song is sung in the
old country, There seems to be a wave
of the gambling spirit going over the
world. Pogsibly it may bea consequence
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of the gold discoveries. Young people
wish to become wealthy quickly and
easily.

How. J. W. Hackerr: There is the
dullness of life, too.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
arises from the defects of education, but
I do not think any intelligent peraon will
make life dull. I have not had a dull
life myself, and I have been in the colony
for fifty years.

Hown. J. W, Hackerr: But you never
knew the other kind of thing.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Anyone who honestly desires to labour to
gecure the means by which he can prop-
erly and rightly maintain himself, cannot
make life dull. It is only the man who
has nothing to do who calls life * dull.”
I do not believe the hon. member who
interjected has a dull life: he has too
much to do to ogenpy his mind, unless it is
from another reason. In regard to the
municipalities it will be noticed in one of
the paragraphs of the Governor's Speech
that it is intended tv bring in & Municipal
Bill, and there is no reason why the
principle which Mr. Sommers advocated
should not be embodied in the Bill. I
think it is unwise to jump to the conclusion
that because the Leederville Municipality
have found irregularities existing, that
every municipality has adopted the same
course of dealing with its accounts, and I
would point out to the hon. member that
this is a rather difficult and delicate matter
to interfere with, Municipalities are inde-
pendent bodies: they are elected by the
people.

How. C. Soxmers: It has been found
necessary in other parts,

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : My
experience js that municipalities are a
very touchy lot of people to have to deal
with: they think the Government some-
what beneath them, and they can “ride
the high horse,” if I may use the expres-
sion, when dealing with the Government
of the country and considering questions
which ¢rop up from time to time. There
is no reason that the matter referred to
ghould not be provided for during the
passage of the Municipalities Bill. I am
inclined to think that the provisions for
a Governnaent auditor would be a wise
one in the Municipalities Bill. T received
a letter recently trom one clerk of a muni-
cipality requesting that such a provi-
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gion should be made for the sake of
the clerks themselves, and for the Govern-
ment who find such a considerable sum
of money. This letter points out that
it i3 very desirable that an independent
audit of that kind should take place.
Mr. Sommers has already referred to
placing the railways in commission.
That question has had some little con-
gideration, and persomally I am wvery
much inclined to the view the hon. mem-
ber expresses, because it is very desirable,
in the light of recent events which have
transpired, that the management of the
railways of the colony should be relieved
from political pressure at any rate.

Hown. J. W. Haceerr: What has
transpired ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
question of the recognition of railway
employees’ associations. :

Hon. J. W. Haceerr: That question
would not be affected by the appointment
of a commission.

. Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think it would. A commission would
place the railway system of the colony
beyond political pressure, and members
of either House would be relieved of a
good deal of the trouble and anxiety
which I dare say they experience at times
in being interviewed by constituents on

questions of the sort, because it would be-

known such questions would be dealt
with by the commission. It is degirable
that the head of a large department
coming into contact as it does with the
interests of almost everybody, either as
passengers, merchants, traders or farmers,
should be relieved from the pressure of
members of Parliament.

How. A. B. Kinsow: It is a very
debatable point.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
am informed that the plan has answered
in some countries, though not in others.
I wish, however, to say as little ag I
possibly can on the question on which,
as Mr. Kidson says, there is a great
deal! to be said on either side. I do
not want at the present moment to say
anything further, except that I regret
extremely Mr. F. H. Piesse huz found it
necessary to resign his position in the
Ministry of the colony, of which he was
one of the most earnest and able members.
He was a strong man, and it required a
strong man for the position he occupied ;
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and, as hon. members have said, they
admire him for his strength of character,
resolution, and for refusing while holding
the opinion he did, to retain his position -
in the Ministry. His resignation was a
wrench to bim, I am sure, as it was
painful to members who have been asso-
ciated with him for several years in the
administration of the affairs of the
country. I havenothing tosay in regard
to the Circuit Courts te which hon.
members have referred. There was, T
know, a distinet promise, and why that
promise had not been carried out I cannot
tell. The promise was that an amendment
of the Act would be brought in to enable
those courts to be established; and
members know we have a Circuit Court
Aect, which, as has been explained to me,
through some difficulty has not been
operative.

How. A. B. Kipson: The difficulty is
that the Government have not appointed
anybody to administer the Act.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : Both
Mr. Drew and Mr. Sommers have referred
to the question of payment of members.
A distinet resolution was passed in the
Assembly on this question, but if, has
never come before this House up to the
present moment. We never have been
asked to pass a resolution to the same
effect; but there is mo question to my
mind that payment of members iz a
proposal which most people are now ready
to accept. There are, we know, some
people who still believe that it is better
not to have payment of members, for the
reason that, probably, it would give an
opportunity for the professional politican
to make mischief in the country.

How. A. B. Kipsow: Payment of
members is coming.

Tee COLONIAIL SECRETARY: I
am quite satisfied with Mr. Kidson that
fnaymeut of members is coming. A very
arge number of people, and especially
workers and mechanics, have expressed
themselves in unmistakeable terms in
favour of payment of members, for the
reason that it will give them to some extent
political power, enabling them by the fee
paid to members to send representa-
tives who, though not necessarily working
men, will represent the workers especially.
I regret in one respect that-payment of
members is coming, because I am sorry
to see anvthing like a division into classes
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in this country. I would much rather
see us all united to select the best men
irrespective of their callings, and send
them to Parliament.

Hox. J. W. Hacrerr: You will not
get these men unless you pay them.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:
I do not know that the hon. member is
quite right.

Hox. J. W, HackEeTT:
get them in Australia.

Tnr COLONIAL SECRETARY:
"I hat is a reflection on the constitution of
the House. There are 24 members of
the House at the present time, and 1
think the hon. member would not be
willing to say we have not got the best
men in the country.

Hox. J. W. Haceprr: I am humble
enough to say there are better men.

Hon. J. M. Drew: The choice of
members is now restricted.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY:
I do not think so. If the people have a
man of mark or ability, and he puts his
views before the country, they have an
opportunity of selecting him and sending
him to Parliament, because it would not
be a heavy tax on them to pay their repre-
sentative if necessary. (A laugh.) Hon,
members may laugh, but is there any-
thing unreagonable about the position?
It is the practice now prevailing in the
old country for some constituencies to pay
members.

Hoxn. J. W. Haceerr: Why are
Ministers paid ?

Tre COLONTAT SECRETARY:
Mr. Burt, M.P.,, the representative for
Morpeth in the Impenal Parliament, and
one or two other representatives are paid
by their constituents, and some people
hold the opinion very strongly that all
members of Parliament should be paid
by their constituents.

Hon.D. McEav: Sotheyare, indirectly.

Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY
Hon. members know that it is intended
that these representatives shall De
delegates.

Hon. J. M. DrREw: Why are Ministers
not paid by their constituents P

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Because they give their whole time to the
work of the whole country.

Hon. J. W. Hackerr: Then why not
pay members according to the time they
devote to their work ¥

You will not
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How. A. B. Kipsown: It is no good
arguing the point, because payment of
members is comin,

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tam
not arguing the point, but hon., members
raised the question, and I felt bound to
refer to it, and in doing so I know hon.
members will allow me to express a
little of my own feelings. I recognise
that payment of members is not coming
but has cowe, and it is desirable effect
should be given to the will of the people
as soon as possible. I am not able, how-
ever, to make a promise, ag Mr. Drew
seems to desire, that effect will be given
to the will of the people during the
present session. We do not know what
may bappen, because the present Govern.
ment may go out of power, and it is
impossible to pledge their successors.
In any case, hon. members may feel
perfectly agsured that when the next
Parliament meets, this will be one of the
first subjects to engage their attention,
and payment of members will be an
accomplisbhed fact in the opening days of
the Parliament.

How. J. M. Drew: What about the
teferendum ?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think that in an interjection during the
hon. member’s speech I gave my opinion
about the referendum, which I regard as
a luxury and an instrument not to be
employed except on the most important
questions, of which the question of pay-
ment of members is not one. The
expense of a referendum for a territory so
large as is presented by this colony is so
enormous that hon. members would not
be willing to bear it, except some such
circumstance as the federal question
should arise. So far as I am concerned,
1 was desirous of doing my best to make
the referendum then taken as wide-
gpread as possible, and to make it as easy
as the law allowed me for people to vote
on that occasion. My desire was that
there should be a large vote and the
question once and for all settled, because
if there had not been a large vote the
question would not have been settled so
satisfactorily as it bas been. As it is,
the result i1s such that nobody dreams
for a moment of trving to interfere with
it in any way; but to employ the
referendun for the purpose of getiing the
opinion of the people on payment of
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members would be out of the guestion ! into hefore the advent of responsible

altogether.

How. J. M, Drew: The Government
are pledged to it.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Both Houses are as much pledged to pay-
ment of members as if a Bill to that
effect had been passed.

Hown. A. B. Kipson: Why not intro-
duce a Bill?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : Be-
cause it is desirable to get the opinion
of the people, and that can be done
during the general election for the
Asgsembly.

How. M. L. Moss: The people adopted
the pri.nci?le in adopting the Conunon-
wealth Bill.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : Not
distinctly.

Hown. M. L. Moss: They sufficiently
adopted it.

How. J. W. Hackerr: The motion in
favour of payment of members was car-
ried in the Assembly immediately after
the general election.

Tae COLONIAL SECERETARY :
Members of the Federal Parliament are
to be paid, and we could not think of
paying them without paying members
attending the local Parliament; so that
reason ought to influence hon. members,
even if the expression of public opinion
had not been so thoroughly in favour of
payment of members. Ne doubt payment
of members will be accomplished at the
next meeting of Parliament, when hon.
members will come bagk from the country
charged with the introduction of a measure
to that effect, because I believe every con-
stituency in the country will be willing
to adopt the principle. I think I bave
referred to all the questions raised by
Mr. Sommers, except that of a eyanide

lant.

hHou. C. Sommers: | did nol mention
that.

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY :
No; that was mentioned by Mr. Drew.
I would like to say a few words in
regard to.the Midland Railway Com-
pany. Mr. Drew was very emphatic
in the language he used in regard to
errors of omission which he said had
characterised the Forrest Ministry, and
amongst others he mentioned the Midland
Railway Company as a standing evil. T
am much afraid the agreemeni entered

government is the difficulty in the
wuy. Many attempts have been made to
bring about a better state of affairs,
and I am afraid some unwise remarks
have been made which will make it
still more difficult for the Govern-
ment to deal with the question in a
satisfactory way. The company occupy
a pretty strong position, which they
are not likely to surrender; and the
best counsel I can give to hon. members
and the Government is to proceed care-
fully in the matter. The Government
are seized of the position of affairs as
much as is Mr. Drew himself, and recog-
nise the desirability of altering the present
state of affairs, if they can possibly do
80; but the Government are not going to
handicap the country with the expendi-
tare of an immense sum of money for
the purchase of the Midland Railway
Company's property. The company is
not the Midland Railway Company now,
but is a land company, the name of which
I forget. It was no doubt owing to our
anxiety to secure railway commuuication
at o time when the colony was unable to
go into the money market and horrow
sufficient for the comastruction of works,
that the arrangement with the company
was made. Hon. members will remember
the instance of the Great Southern rail-
way land. I was a member of a
Commisgsion that sat on that question,
and I did my best and believe I suc-
ceeded in securing the best terms
possible from the persons then nego-
tiating in both cases, and but for
myself and two or three others we might
have got very much worse terms. We
have no doubt given for the Great
Southern railway more than it was worth.
. Hox. R. (+. Burazss: It was a goud
bargain then,

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : But
the country is being developed along the
line to a large extent, and in the end
this development will recoup the colony.
With regard to the Midland Company,
I cannot speak with anthority about the
land owned by them, but I may say thut
some time ago their lan¢ was considered
very poor country indeed. A Com-
mission reported that the land was of the
poorest possible deseription, and was not;
to be compared with the land along the
Great Southern railway.
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How. J. M. Drew: The Commissioner
of Crown Lands does not say so.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
do not set my opinion against that of the
Commissioner of Crown Lands, but I say
that these opinions which I express bave
prevailed. Mr. Drew has also referred to
a water supply for Geraldton. I do not
know anything about the sitwation of
Geraldton as to the means of obtaining a
water supply, or whether there are any
hills in the district where the water could
be stored up so as to be brought into the
town. TIn regard to boring, I am afraid
what has taken place in other parts of
the colony will take place at Geraldton,
and that bores will not discover fresh
water suitable for drinking. If the hon.
member at a later stage of the session
will point out to the Government any
matters in connection with this water
supply, I can asgure him the Government
will take them into consideration, and see
whether a water supply for Geraldton
can be obtained at a reasonable cost.
I have now occupied the attention of
the House longer than I intended to
do, but T wonld just like to refer
to some of the remarks of Mr. Drew
as to the expenditure of roads boards.
As T interjected, the Government Kesi-
dents and the wardens, as the case may
be, have to audit the accounts, and these
officers should see that there is no im-
proper expenditure of the funds. T will
take an opportunity of bringing this
subject under the notice of the Commis-
sioner of Crown Launds, who has the
contrel of this matter. I have been
impressed with the fact that it is very
desirable indeed to guard the grants
which are made to these bodies, to pro-
gress committees, health boards, and
other public bodies; and I think hon.
members would be astonished if they saw
the number of applications that are made
to me from time to time by different
bodies in the colony, some of which never
ought to have been included in the ques-
tion of sanitation. I have had to refuse
some of these applications, and I take
every precaution to guard against the
Government being fleeced by these bodies,
and I think I have done so sometimes
with success. The question of the ex-
peaditure by hospital bodies and boards
of health is one of the troubles of my
life. This is one of the troubles that
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makes me at any time ready to resign my
i position and again occupy a private posi-
tion, because I often feel the * yameis not
worth the candle.” 1 do not want to
make a seeret of it, and T wall tell hon.
members that I shall be willing to resign
my position and not take it up again, if
requested to do so after the election of
another Parliament, whether the present
Ministry is in power or not. I feel it is
time for me to give it up, and 1 think it
will be for the benefit of the country
that someone younger than myself should
take up the position and discharge its
important duties. I have endeavoured
to do my best, and T have not stinted
myself in giving my time and attention
to the matters brought before me.

Hown. MemBERs: Hear, hear.

Tane COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
is only right to myself that I should
contemplate this step. I will refer as
shortly as I can to some of the charges
made by Mr. R. 8. Haynes, and I am
free to confess that I was astonished that
the hon. member should have moved an
amendment of the sweeping nature he
did. It is not in accordance with the
principles governing Legislative Councils
in these colonies that an hon. member
should base such a sweeping amendment
upon the arguments which he presented
to the Hiuse. T thiuk they were utterly
inadequate to sustain such an amend-
ment. The hon. member dealt with
abuses, he called them, which character-
ised the administration of this Govern-
ment. I will refer to the question of
his attack on the Attorney General, and
I may tell hon. members although Mr.
Haynes did not mention the name of the
person who had purchased land with a
view of profiting by the raillway from
Cue to Nanmnine, vet outside of this
House I believe he mentioned the name
of the gentleman to whom I refer. Iam

_in a position to-uight to contradict

emphatically the statement. and to state
that the Attornev Gieneral does not own
one foot of land between Cue and
Nannine. He holds an interest in two
leases, but he has held this for some
time. Still if the Attorney General held
all the land between Cue and Nun-
nine, I feel certain that such a thing
would not influence the decision of the
Premier one iota: he would only deal
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with the line on its merits. I am sorry !
the hon. member should descend to such
methods. If the hon. member wishes to
attack another, he should do so to his
face, and not here where the person has
not an opportunity of replying to the
stricbures. As to the question of the
failure to prosecute Henriques, which the
hon. member says was a prostitution of his
office or something to that effect, or com-
pounding a felony, also that the Attorney
Gteneral in opposition to the Crown
Solicitor advised this course to the Gov-
ernment, it is utterly and entirely wrong.
I am able to state, not from the Attorney
General but from another person, that
the Crown Solicitor suggested that it was
impossible to secure a conviction in one
case, and that it was exceedingly doubt-
ful if another charge against Henriques
could be sustained; thevefore it was not
without consultation with his officers that
this course was decided on by the Atforney
General. The case of the Ice Company
I feel bound to refer to, because the matter
has not only been mentioned by Mr. K.
3. Haynes, but by Mr. Sommers, and
there seems to be some misconception and
some strong feeling on the matter in
Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie on the subject.
I have already supplied the hon. member
(Mr. Sommers) with a reply which shows
the case ae it stands at the present
moment. There is no reason to suppose
there was a conspiracy between the man-
ager of the Ice Company and the direc-
tors. This was done behind the backs of
the directors, and so strongly have the direc-
tors resented the action of their manager
that I believe there is not now a single
individual director of the company in
existence. I understand the property
hag been sold at a great saecrifice at as low
as ten shillings a share: T do not know
what the original shares cost. The
directors have repudiated the action, and
there is not the slightest ground for con-
necting them with what occurred. The
gentleman who has purchased the com-
pany has made an offer to pay the whole
of the money, not the £2,000, but the
£9,800. He has paid the whole of it, and
has offered £100 in lien of the fines if
a conviction could be secured, which
amount the company would then have had
to pay. There 18 a desire on the .part of
the (GGovernment not to condone any
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How. M. 1. Moss: What has been done
with reference to the officers of the Rail-
way Department ¥

Tas COLONIAL SECRETARY:
There is no reason, so far as I can gather,
to implicate any officer of the Railway
Department in a conspiracy with the
manager of the company.

Hox. M, L. Moss: It could never have
been done without collusion.

Hon. H. Sommers: What about the
laxity, then ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : We
may think that, but the proof has not
been supplied. I may also again mention
what I stated in reply to Mr. Sommers,
that some information had reached the
Railway Department, and steps had
been taken by them. One of their officers
was sent up to make inquiries and report,
but during the conduct of this officer’s
inquiry information was conveyed to the
newspapers at Kalgoorlie and published
to the world.

Hown. C. Sommers: The information
I required referred to a time prior to
finding out the frauds, I think scme
twelve months back. What I asked was
whether some communication had not
passed between the Railway Department
and the Ice Company some time prior to
the frauds, I believe twelve months ago.
1 am informed the Iee Company were
carrying on the frands twelve months ago,
that they were discovered and certain
communications passed between the Rail-
way Department and the company. That
is what I require the information about.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
hon. member did not state any time, and
the unswer is given evidently on the
assuraption that he referred to the present
inquiry. I believe something occurred
twelve months ago of the nature to which
the hon. member refers, but I am not
able to say definitely. Some report was
made to the person who was in charge of
the pouds station—I forget his title just
now-—and he dealt with the matter at the
time and did not report it to his superior
officers. A further inquiry is still being
made into the case, and further informa.-
tion may be elicited. I obtained the
information that twelve months ago, or
some considerable time ago, the matter
came to the knowledge of Mr. Jaques,
I think that is his name, and he dealt
with it—I believe it was not a matter of
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great importance—without reporting it to |
his superior officers, and they Lmew
nothing about it until such time as this
matter cropped up again. I cannot vouch
for that information, as I have not
obtained it from the General Manager or
the Traffic Manager of the Railways.

Hon. C. SomuMERs: May we expect
further information about it ?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
believe you may; I believe inquiries are
gtill being made into the matter. Why
the case was not reported to the General
Trafic Manager, and through him to the
Commissioner of Railways, 1 do not
know. It is to be regretted that this has
cccurred. I am not surprised that hon.
members and those outside jump to the
conclusion that some mismanagement has
occurred in the Railway Department ; but,
as the late Commissioner of Railways
stated in the Assembly the other night, if
members knew the whole facts of the case
they would arrive at a different conclusion.
There is no reason to suppose any collu-
sion between the nanager of the company
and the railway servants; at any rate the
directors are exonerated from any com-
plieity in the transaction.

How. R. G. Burees: What about the
manager’s servants ?

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY:
There is no evidence at present in
possession of the officers of the Railway
Depurtment or of the Commissioner of
Railways that would implicate any other
person in the employ of the company
besides the manager himself.

How. M. L. Moss: Why do the Gov.
ernment not offer a reward for any
evidence which will lead to the conviction
of the offenders ?

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
do not know what steps have been taken,
but a thorongh investigation has been
made, and the company—or, at least, the
person who has bought the business—is
making further inquiries to see whether
the railway authorities have arrived at a
proper estimate of the loss sustained, and
if he finds out, on going through the
books, that the Railway Department have '
overcharged he will donbtless ask for a
refund. I have inquired rather fully into
this matter, because I think it of some
importance. I need scarcely refer to
another question raised, very unfairly I |
think, by Mr. R. 8. Haynes in reference |
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to the Perth Public Hospital, linking my
name, or my oftice as Colonial Secretary,
with what he was pleased to call the * mis-
management  of the institufion. That
institution, I think I may say, has the
respect and confidence of almosi every
individual in the colony, although Mr,
Haynes said the management had not
the confidence of the public at large.
We have ample testimony that the
institution is conducted on the best
possible lines, and those euntrusted with
the management are performing their
duties in an excellent and perfectly satis.
factory mauner. I would like to say that
in the published evidence, taken at the
inquest on the unfortunate man Rodgers,
there is not one tittle to support the
verdiet given by the jury on that oceasion ;
and T mustexpress my hearty concurrence
at the action then taken Ly the Police
Magistrate of Perth. It is fortunate we
secured the services of that gentleman to
preside at the inquest, becanse he is above
suspicion, and Mr. R. S. Haynes bad just,
in some previous remarks, referred in
flattering terms to him. Tn wmy opinion
the Police Magistrate was quite right in
refusing to accept the verdict of man-
slaughter aguinst Dr. Horrocks. There is
not one tittle of evidence to show any
defect in the arravgements made by the
authorities ot the hospital, and no blame
can be placed on the shonlders of either
the secretary, the doctor, or the orderly.
The rules and regulations of the hospital
were framed, after careful consideration,
by fifteen gentlemen, some time ago, from
rules and regulations in force in various
bospitals in the other colonies; and these
rules musat be carried out while they are in
existence. I refer to this matter becanse
Mr. R. 8. Haynes used the circumstances
as an argument in charging the adminis-
tration of my department, at any rate
with being responsible for the mischief
which has occurred; and 1 could say
something very much more drastic in
reply, but as the hon. member is not in
his place I refrain. From my knowledge
of the management, and as acting chair-
man of the institution for a time, and a
member of the committee since its
inception, I can assure hon. members and
the country at large that the Perth
Hospital is properly conducted in the best
interests of those who, unfortunately,
have to seek assistance there in time of
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peed. It would he impossible to refer
to all the subjects meotioned in the
course of the debate; but I have given
hon. members as much information asg
possible, and I trust they will adopt
my view, and refuse to pass either the
amendment of Mr. R. 8. Haynes or that
of Mr. Stone. To pass either would not
add to the dignity of the House or advance
the country one single step, und we shall
have every opportunity when the weasures
come hefore us of dealing with them as
we think fit. -

Howr. A. P. MATHESON (North-East):
I do not propose to deal with the Speech
of the Administrator at great length,
because in spite of the panegyric which
has been lavished on it by the Colonial
Secretary, I must say the matter contained
in the Speech is practically an epitone of
the reports which we receive from the
Under Secretaries of each Department of
the State. In fact, to anybody accus-
tomed to read those reports with care, it
is almost possible in reading the Speech
of the Administrator to recognise the
different portions which have been written
by the varions Under Secretaries and
somewhat carelessly sandwiched together.
Under these circumstances, if the Colonjal
Secretary only recognised the fact he
would admit it would be very much better
for the Fiouse to study the reports when
issued, than to have matters of this sort
placed before us in the Address of the
Administrator. What 1 want to do is
to criticise and to deal with the two
amendments placed before the House;
and first of all T propose, naturally, to
deal with the amendment of Mr. R. &
Haynes, which amendment, however, does
not require any lengthy treatment, Mr.
Haynes practically asks us to make a
statement to the effect that the present
Government no longer enjoy the confidence
of the country. Admitting that to be the
case, and supposing we pass such an
amendment, and supposing the present
Government were to resign from office —
which is an extremely unlikely contin-
gency—what wonld the position be ?
There wounld then be one of two things:
either a Ministry would be formed out of
the Opposition, or the present Government,
would obtain a dissolution; and I would
ask hon. members, on the identical argu-
ment used by Mr. R. 8. Haynes, would
a Government formed by the Opposition
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enjoy the confidence of the country anv
more than the present Government? I
say distinetly such a Government most
certainly would not.

Hown. J. M. Drew: Whut have the
goldfields people been saying fur the last
two years ?

Hov. A. P. MATHESON: I do not
care what the goldfields people have Lieen
saying. I am now taking the argument
of Mr. R. 8. Haynes, with the argument
My, Drew himself has used, and I say
that if the argument be applied strietly
to the present position of Parliament,
only one concluston ean be reached, and
that is that a Government formed by the
Opposition would be absolutely without
the confidence of the country, for the
reasons which have been given by the
supporters of the amendment. Then we
are left face to face with the necessity for
a fresh election, and I would ask members
what would be the feeling of the country
if the people were forced to elect members
to a new Parliament on the present
franchise, and on the existing state of
the rolls? T should say the feeling of
the country would be one of the most
intense dissatisfaction, and instead of
obtaining any credit from the country,
and of being looked on as the protectors
of the rights of the people, we should be
unanimously condemned for our indis-
cretion in forcing out the Government
and obliging a reference to the people.
The country is not prepared to elect & new
Parliament, for, at any rate, four or five
months, until people who are entitled to
be enrolled have been placed effectively
on the rolls. At the present moment it
is perfectly well known that out of some
60,000 people who voted in the referendum
on the Commonwealth question, there
are not 40,000 on the rolls. When I
say not 40,000, I mean that though
there may be 40,000 names on the
rolls, these names to a large extent are
those of people who have no right to
vote, and who in many cases have left
the colony, and I should say advisedly
that if we place the effective voters at
30,000 we should not be exceeding the
facts of the case. Under the ecircum-
stances, it is absolutely essential that the
present Parliawment should continue to
exist for at least another six months, in
order that the rolls may be properly
filled Ly effective voters. When hon.



Address-in-Reply :

members weigh the position carefully
they must see that it would be absolute
folly to support the amendment of Mr.
Haynes, and the very best proof of that
lies in the fact that Mr. Stone has pro-
posed another amendment. We all know
ag members of the House that Mr. Stone
and Mr. Haynes to a very large extent
work together, and the obvious mference
we are bound to draw from the fact that
Mr. Stone bas proposed an amendment
to that of Mr. Haynes, is that Mr. Haynes
and Mr. Stone know perfectly well the
amendment of the former cannot be
carried, and, therefore, a milder amend-
ment had to be suggested, such a one as
Mr. Stone has brought forward in the
hope that by its apparent innocuousness
it might possibly be carried. What does
that amount to? Mr. Stone’s amend-
ment is the more insidious, because it
either means nothing or a great deal.
What he proposes is that it would be
unwise to commence new public works
whereby the indebtedness of the colony
would be increased. I should like to
know what he means by the amendment ?
Does he mean that public works which
have already been authorised, but not
commenced, are not to be commenced,
because of the contingency of increasing
the indebtedness of the colony? If he
means that, he means that the railway to
Leonora, which is admitted throughout
the length and breadth of the colony as
necessary, should not be commenced ; and
he means that the dock which Mr. Moss
is so anxious to see commenced at
Fremantle should be barred. And there
are any number of other works autho-
rised by Parliament after due con-
sideration, which would absolutely be
stopped for the next twelve months—
and they certainly would be stopped for
the next twelve months—although Parlia:
ment has already authorised these works,
and it is an absolute certainty that the
next Parliament would also authorise the
expenditure of money in these directions ;
and yet Mr. Stone submits this amend-
ment gimply in order that an appavent
precaution shall be taken.
is the way in which Mr, Stone practically
puts his amendment to us: he suggests
that it is not desirable that fresh expendi-
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tention is that the present Parliament
does not represent the people. T say
emphatically the succeeding Parliament
will not represent the people. The
Parliament to be elected in the forth-
coming year will no more represent this
country than the present Parliament does.

Hown. J. M. DrEw: There are twice as
many electors on the voll as there were
in 1880.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: That is
perfectly right, but what influence have
these voters when we bear in mind the
constituencies into which the colony is
split up. One constituency with a hun-
dred voters returns one member, and
another censtituency with three thousand
electors on the goldfields returns ome
member also. I say the Farliament
which is shortly to be elected will be as
big a farce as the Parliament which sits
at present. I should not include this
House, because this is a fairly representa-
tive hody. Why should we sitting here
suggest that the Government should not
go on with absolutely necessary expendi- -
ture, and authorised expenditure, because
one House which does not represent the
people has not been succeeded by another
House which will not represent the people?
I do not see any logical reason in the
argument. To go further, supposing
Mr. Stone says * Mr. Matheson iz mis-
understanding the drift of my amend-
ment, which only applies to new works
proposed to be authorised by the present
Parliament.” Let us turn to the Speech
of the Administrator and see what is
proposed to be brought before Parliament.
Only two works—a permanent water
supply for the metropolis and Fremantle,
and the construction of the railway to
Norseman. I maintain both of these
works are and will be of the greatest
pvssible public benefit. I maintain
further that both works are hound to be
authorised by any Parliamenl succeeding
this one, and for that reason it would be
absolutely foolish of the House to pass
any such amendment as that proposed
by Mr. Stone. Take the cuse of the
water supply for Fremantle: the mem.

- hers who vepresent Geraldton and that

ture should be incurred in the present .

position of this Parliament.

deal with that on its merits. The con-

I want to

district are unaware that the water supply
to Fremantle is absolutely brackish.
That water has a most peculiar effect
on the human frame, and that water

, is the only water that it is in the power
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of Fremantle to supply to the wail boats.
Would these gentlemen really seriously
suggest, when they know that tobe a fact,
that we should supply medicated water
to the mail steamers? If they consider
it for a moment they must see such a
contention is impracticable. When hon.
members realise the position of the Fre-
mantle water supply, they will no doubt
be convinced it is an essential work on
the part of the Government to supply the
very best and most potable water that
can be produced.

Hon. F. WriTrcoMBE: No doubt, but
wby should the Government be asked to
do everything ¥ |

Howr. A. P. MATHESON : The Gov-
ernment, are asked to do the work, but
the cost of the work will fall on the
residents of the two towns. The hon.
member knows that, but for the sake of
political discussion he ignores it. The
rates have to be paid, and the ships are
charged for the water supplied. In order
that the bon. member may advocate a
semi-vote of censure on the Government,
he is prepared to hinder these essential
works. Let us deal with the railway to
Norseman. Every member is perfectly
well aware that the railway to Norseman
will be a reproductive work ; membersare
perfectly .well aware that the Norseman
district only requires a railway to make
it one of the best gold-producing mining
districts in the colony, yet because of a
desire to discredit the Government they
will be found supporting the amendment
of Mr. Stone.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE :
want our efforis to
Government.

Hown. A. P. MATHESON : Taking it
on that basis, to pass a vote saying that
no further works whereby the indebted-
ness of the colony will be increased shall
be carried out, means the defeat of these
absolutely essential works ; and these two
works can only be carried out by means
of separate Bills which must come
before the House and be debated in
the House, and the Bills can be thrown
out if the House thinks fit. I do
not think it is necessary to labour
the question any further, but there are
one or two topics on which various mem-
bers have touched, and it seems to me in
dealing with the Speech most of the
metbers who have spoken have left the

It does not
discredit the
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Address of the Administrator far on one
| side, and branched out into topics which
| it is hardly necessary to touch upon in
the circumstances. There is one topic in
particular—the question of gambling—
to which the Colonial Secretary and mauny
other members alluded. I am mnot a
member of the legal profession, but as
far as I understand the position, there
are Acts on the statuie book of the
colony by which these sweeps can be put
down if the police propese to take action,
and if that is the case I can only say
that the position is on a par with the
position in respect to many other Acts in
this colony. We meet here year after
year, and pass Acts which are put on the
statute book, and they remain inoperative
because it i3 no one’s business to see that
they are put in force. There is the Dog
Act which comes up for discussion in this
House frequently, but it is inoperative,
because there is no one to put itin opera-
tion. There is the Width of Tires Act
which is supposed to be in operation
now, but i1t is never enforced, and car-
n'a.pies and carts are imported every day
without the least restriction being placed
on them at the Customs House or any
other place. Then there is the Tmmigra-
tion Restriction Act which is inoperative.
We passed an Act here not many sessions
ago, in which we made it essential
that aliens entering the colony should
have a test applied to them. They
were to write out fifty words in the
English language, or in any language in
English characters. I have no hesitation
in saying that the Act is never enforced
except on certain individuals on whom the
police are put. I %vow that a number of
foreigners were imported iato Albany—
any quantity—and not any of these
foreigners was able to write a single line
of the English language: these men were
Hungarians.

Tae Coroviat SEcRETARY: They are
not prohibited. It is only the Asiaticand
African aliens, and if they can read the
English language they are allowed to
enter. With reference to Syrians perhaps
they may be natives of Alexandria, and
there would be a difficulty in that case,
| but the Act was never intended to apply
| to them, only to Asiatice and Africans.

I can assure the hon. member that the
| Act is administered with the greatest
. #trictness, 1 have the administration of
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the Act, and I can speak in reference to |

it, and I know that no aliens are admitted
here unless the Act allows themn, or unless
they have been residents in the colony
and have a certificate.

How. A. P. MATHESON: Then I
admit that 1 have made a mistake: I
have been misinformed on the subject. 1
was led to beliove the Act applied to all
aliens, and that they all had to write fifty
words in the English language. Buat
there are a number of other Acts that
are absolutely inoperative, and I have no
doubt if the gambling Act was properly
put in force the gaumbling by wmeans
of sweeps and consultations would
eagily be put a stop to. Mr, Drew
waxed very eloquent on the question of
the Midland Company just now. I

thoroughly sympathise with his feelings

on the subject of the land being locked
up. I must go back because Mr. Stone
has just called my atrention to the fact

that I was not wrong just now in refer- |
! No doubt land could then be got on time

ence to the Immigration Restriction Aect.
The Act Vieloria 61, No. 13, reads :

The Immigration into Western Australia
by land or sea of any person of any of the
classes defined in the following sub-sections
of this section, hereinafter called “ prohibited
immigrant,” is prohibited, namely :—

Any person who on being asked to do
8o by an officer appointed under this Act,
shall fail to himaself write out, in the
presence of such officer, in the characters
of any language of Europe, a passage in
English of fifty words in length taken by
such officer from a British author, and to
append his name thereto in his own
language ;
I thought my memory was not so much
in error, and I may say that my infor-
mation comes from a person on whom
I can usually rely. Nothing is said here
as to Africans or Asiatiecs, and I must
commend this to the Colonial Secretary,
who is under a slight error. The admis.
sion of the Hungarians at Albany was
thoroughly unjustifiable, and it was
‘“ winked ” at by the Government officials.
To return to what I was saying, I was
dealing with the question of the Mid-
land Company’s lands, and T may say I
thoroughly sympathise with Mr. Drew
and other members, and the people who
live in that district, in their dissatis-
faction at the lands being locked up. I
consider any step the Government can
take to free the lands would be most
desirable. But itseems tome an extremely
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hard thing that member after member
should get up in this and another House
and use the language they do in regard
to the Midland Company as to their lands.
They seem to forget that the lands
were offered to the Midland Company as
an inducement to build the railway line,
and when the land was offered it was
never dreamed that the Government
would give land away for nothing. The
day the Government gave land away for
nothing rendered it impossible for the

.Midland Company to deal with their

lands in the way it was intended.
Tnder these circumstances the Midland
Company were left in a mest invidious
position.

How, C. A. Piesse: You are wrong,
because people could then get land on
time payment.

Tee PresipeNT called attention to the
state of the House.

Quorumn formed.

How. A. P. MATHESON (resuming) :

payment, but to-day land is given away
free by the Government.

Hox. J. M. Drew: With great restrie-
tions, though.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : That may
be; but so long as a man can get land
for nothing he will not buy it, because it
would be absurd to do so; and this
should be taken into consideration when
dealing with the matter of the Midland
Company. If the company had possibly
been able to sell their land at a price
which would have justified their doing o
consistently with their duty and their
liability to the debenture heolders, they
would undoubtedly have done so, but
they could not offer land for nothing, and
as people will not buy, there is a dead-
lock. T agree that the Government
gshould "come to the rescue, but in all
fairness it should be borne in mind that
the company have been forced to their
present position by the existing Govern-
ment. Mr. Drew went on o deal with
the question of the coal deposits on the
land, and to say they were not worked ;
but I ean inform hon. members that 1
have looked into this question, and find
that the Government of the volony are to
a very large extent to blame for the
deposits not being worked. It should be
thoroughly well understood that the
company were most anxious to build a
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line of railway from Mullewa to Min- |
genew, 50 as to connect the fields with the
railway system, and make it desirable for
capitalists to work the deposits, but
owing to the remonstrances of a large
number of the people represented
by Mr. Drew, the company were
debarred from constructing the line,
and the result is exactly what the hon.
member complains of. In their short-
sighted policy and desire to take every-
thing to Geraldton, the people there cut
themselves off from the benefits of au,
industry, the development of which would
bave made Geraldton double the place
it is to-day; and then they complain that
the company have done nothing to
develop the district, while, as a fact,
they were doing all they could towards
that development, and the company were
prevented from proceeding. I have a
large number of other notes, but in view
of the fact that it is gefting on towards
ten o'clock, and there are other gentlemen
who wish to speak, I shall not take up
the time of the House any further than
to beg hon. members to seriously consider
the ndiculous position in which they will
be placed if they snpport either the
amendment proposed by Mr. Haynes or
that by Mr. Stone.

Amendment (Mr. Haynes’s) put and
negatived on the voles.

Amendment (Mr. Stone's) put and
negatived on the voices.

Main question put and passed, and the
Address-in-reply adopted.

ADJOUENMENT.

On motion by the Coroxtan Sncre-
TaRY, the House adjowrned at 950
o’clock untit Tuesday afternoon, 11th
September.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Letter Carriers.

egislutive JBssembly,
Wednesday, 29th Angust, 1900.

Petition: Dividend Duty Aet (Companiea)-—?uestion:
Letter Corriers overworked—Question: I'mprison-
ment without Trial at Roeebourne—Question : Pas-
torul Leases Reserved ; Effect of Legal Decision—
Quention: Indebtedness and Reapproprintions—
%uestion: Electors’ Right and Revision Court—

eave of Absence—Federal House of Rapresenta
tives Bill, first reading—Industrinl Concilintion nud
Arbitration Bill, first rending—Conatitution Amend.
ment Act Errors Bill, first resding — Address-in-
reply, Amendment{Mr. Illingworth’s); debate, fonrth
day—Adjournment.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30
o'clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

PETITION—DIVIDEND DUTY ACT
(CoMpaniEs),

Mr. MORGANS presented a petition
from shareholders in Western Australian
mining companies, praying for amend-
ment or repeal of the Dividend Duty
Act 1899, as affecting such companies.

Petition received, read, and ordered to
be printed.

QUESTION—LETTER CARRIERS OVER-
WORKED.

Me. OATS asked the Premier: 1,
Whether it was a fact that the letter
carriers of Perth worked sixteen hours,
or over, on the 13th instant. 2, Whether
any compensation would be paid for this
overwork. 3, Whether such a procedure
would be prevented in future, unless
proper remuneration is arranged for.

Tae PREMIER replied :—1, On the
13th inst. the letter carriers did 9 hours
of ordinary duty, that is, they made
8 deliveries per man, each delivery
averaging from 1§ to 2 hours, or 6 hours
on the walk; the remainder of the time
would bein the office arranging deliveries.
They were warned for special duty at
7-15 p.mn., to assist in receiving mails per
R.M.S. ¢“Ormus,” but, through unforeseen
delays, the mails did not arrive at the
office until 11-40 p.m. The work, so far
ag the letter carriers were cocnerned, was
completed by 110 am., making 101

© hours of actual work, as the men were

not detained at the office from 7-15 to

' 11 pm., but were at liberty until the

mail arrived. 2z, No; as the mail staff
are aware that they are liable, in special
cases, to be called upon at any hour. 3,



